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PREFACE

S

Issue 44 of WHITRAP Newsletter presents the achievements and
initiatives of the Institute between February and April 2019. In
the past three months, WHITRAP has pursued its role as leading
capacity-building and research institution in the Asia-Pacific region,
carrying out missions and fieldwork in China and in Asia.

The “In Focus” section comprises four articles detailing different
facets of the activities of our Institute: a synthesis of the World
Heritage + Sustainable Tourism Project carried out in 2017-2018;
a presentation of the traditional Tibetan and Qiang settlements
in Sichuan province, an extraordinary ensemble inscribed on the
Chinese Tentative list; and two articles witnessing the cultural
exchanges between China and Italy: one briefly introducing the
recent visit of President Xi Jinping in Italy; the other detailing
the work of the Italian students of architecture that were hosted
at WHITRAP in the framework of the WHITRAP/IUAV University
agreement.

WHITRAP's participation to national and international scientific
conferences on heritage and preservation, as well as the
publications and the academic lectures organized in coordination
with Tongji University, are briefly outlined in the last section.

The tragic fire, which caused irremediable damage to Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris, dismays WHITRAP. The Institute would like to
share the words of UNESCO Director-General, Audrey Azoulay: ‘We
are filled with emotion and our hearts are broken, Notre Dame
represents an architectural, cultural and religious heritage, a unique
literary heritage that speaks to the whole world." (http://whc.
unesco.org/en/news/1956). The restoration of Notre Dame will be a
major challenge and an opportunity for an international debate on
restoration principles.

We hope that this issue might contribute to raising awareness to
the relevance of heritage knowledge and preservation in the Asia-
Pacific Region, and to the dissemination of the World Heritage
Convention principles and goals.

Prof. ZHOU Jian

Secretary-General

The World Heritage Institute of Training and Research
In the Asia and the Pacific Region (WHITRAP)

REEFH PO 44 B (WHITRAP &
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NEWS -

The City of Dujiangyan Joins the OWHC
R LIE AN R 1= =i i 2R 27

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
AxRe - BR, WAEFFL (L8)

n January 26" 2019, Dujiangyan officially became the second

member city of the Organisation of the World Heritage Cities
(OWHC) in China. To celebrate this event, the Municipality of
Dujiangyan invited Mr Jahyun Jang, Secretary-General of OWHC
Asia Pacific, Dr Simone Ricca, Vice-Director of WHITRAP Shanghai,
and Dr. Huang Yong, Program Administrator of OWHC-AP, to the
Awarding Ceremony. Mr. Yuan Ming, Deputy Mayor of Dujiangyan
attended this event hosted by Ms Dong Guowei, Director of the
Municipal Foreign Affair Office. The OWHC is an international non-
profit NGO established in Morocco in 1993, and headquartered in
Quebec, Canada. It counts 332 cities, in 122 countries, including
Paris, Vienna, Moscow, Kyoto and Suzhou. It promotes the
implementation of WH Convention, encourages cooperation in the
field of heritage conservation and management, and enhances the
solidarity and mutual benefits among member cities.

The city of Dujiangyan (Sichuan Province, 800.000 inhabitants)
hosts the Mount Qingcheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System
cultural World Heritage Site (2000), and the serial natural World
Heritage Site of the Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries (2006).
Through its global network, OWHC will contribute to the conser-
vation and utilisation of Dujiangyan’s WH sites, supporting the
city's efforts to fulfil UNESCO'’s Culture Conventions requirements,
and to meet the goals set by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”. In turn, the scientific achievement of Dujiangyan
irrigation system, the Taoism tradition embedded in Mount
Qingcheng, and the Panda sanctuary will enrich with new heritage
categories the network of the Organisation.

20191 8 26 H, #THEIEXR A
FErFE AL (OWHC ) EHENE A
R, ARHEERXMA, HRIEF
HELKRT KX BB Jahyun Jang Fe4,
BLEBRORIEEASRE ERELINHERE
PR KX E EEEKE T ZEITIE
MBFZESINT HHIMFDEEEERL+
FIFEENUR . ETIEHRIHRKEREED
HETX—UK . HREFHHARE—NE
ENMENEFRIEBAFASR, F 1993 FEER
B, BENEEMEREILRE . ZERE
122 NERIAE 332 MR, BIEER.
Htbgy, EHRL. mEFDIMN. HREREH
B & EHR SCAR I RIRF= NARISCHE, S
EIEFRPIEEMEITES!E, ek
Mz BNAZEER

HLIERRESHWL - #TIEKA TR
HERZHE (2000) IR AREHEIRS
MRFIHFREAEF= (2006) , HFIEFH
MARIGBTESEKNE, HEPTEHT RIS
HRYRIPFNFI ML B, STRRZMSEIER
NARLRNSIURNNER, FHBHELH| “2030
SR RINE” e BiR. B, #T
EERKA TRRA0RIS AR, SRR
BRUIESR, LIRKREREIRSH, LIFRRSE2
BEEEHZARNINEME.

Mount Qingcheng: Rising
Moon Lake © S. Ricca /
WHITRAP 2019
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Citadel of Hue, Main Gate
© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
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Fact Finding Mission in Vietham,
Sustainable Development Training

XTI R AT Fr & R IR IR SEHD 2 52

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
xR - B, TXEF+H (LHF)
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he Asia-Pacific region lacks of training programs in the sector of

World Heritage designed not only for technical professionals, but
also for local administrators and decision-makers. WHITRAP plans
to develop, in close coordination with UNESCO Hanoi, capacity-
building activities for Viethamese properties inscribed on the
World Heritage List, focusing on a specific site and involving all the
concerned management levels.

The fact-finding mission to Vietnam — carried out between January
14™ and 22™ by Simone Ricca, with Ms Huong Pham (UNESCO
Hanoi) and Mr Peter Debrine (UNESCO WHC Sustainable Tourism
Programme) — aimed to assess the situation in two Viethamese
World Heritage Properties: Trang An Landscape Complex (a mixed
site) and the Complex of Hue Monuments (Cultural Site).

HET, AKX, MUBRZEEEE
AARBEFE=EZ), BASGEmEEs S8
EFMARENEZ)IIE . BPOITHHISHKEE
BRISARIET D ELENEE, ST
WEgth ISP HEAYRE D EIRIED), FRIRER
MEMKEFH, FiEMEEmNEXEEEE
25k 1 B14HE 22 HEE, FixfE - B
-£. Hoong Pham %] Peter Debrine 4
R T 7SS ER, KRERNFE
EBHRIEX Rttt R E R IR ST
ftr, BIEKLZBME (XUHBRTE)
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Located some 90 Km from the capital Hanoi, Trang An is visited
by almost 3 million visitors/year and is famous for its waterways
and caves. Currently however, the geological and archaeological
elements defining the OUV of the property are not easily perceived
by the public. The site management unit is now developing the
property Management Plan.

The Citadel of Hue, the last imperial capital (Nguyen Dynasty 1802-
1945), was heavily damaged during the wars in the 20™ century, and
some 10.000 people live within the WH site. The Hue Monuments
Conservation Centre (HMCC), staffed by more than 700 people,
manages the citadel. This institution deals with all the issues
relevant for the site (zoning, research, preservation, restoration,
visitor management, landscape..), but local team capacities in
conservation, management and tourism could be reinforced to
preserve and develop the site according to its OUV.

In the coming months, WHITRAP will identify the most suitable
site for the training and begin defining the most relevant issues the
course should address to meet local needs and expectations.

KZIEEEETRN 90 18, SFKs|
1 300 B ERIRS M. KLLUEKEME
NMEE. AMBR, LRINESTERRE
MAEF R B BN EH TR A RATE SR
fiR. EFHAIE AR I ETE B EE A
(EEBML) . (FASE—TEHN (REE
80 1802-1945) #Bifk, IRILE47E 20 HE
N—RINESEPERIERA, BAINE 15
ABFEEEFHKER. BHEE 700221
TEARBIME I RIP L (HMCC) fasRE
RS, ZHERERAERE SEFEX
=S (DX, AR, RiF. 5. FEEE.
S ), (EZMEFANERT. SRR
HHENEEENNEIETE, LEREE
AR ERNMENERTRIFIIF R . EiE
TR BS, RPOSHERESTTRE
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Trang An Waterways

© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
KZKE © AAzfe - B/
WA= 2019

Trang An Karst Cave

© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
KZAR o Axe - B/
TWRIEF=HL 2019




Suzhou Garden View

© Lai J. 2018
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Exhibition of the Children
Drawings © WHITRAP Suzhou
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News ..

Suzhou Gardens: Children Painting
Competition and Annual Report

AMER: SOFE

Jiang Yeqin, WHITRAP Suzhou
BHE, WAEFEFL (FHM)

“ Paradise Suzhou - My family lived in the Garden City’, a cultural

activity for the city's children, took place in January 2019.
WHITRAP Suzhou and Suzhou Post Office organized this event,
co-sponsored by Suzhou Civilization Office, Suzhou Garden and
Greening Administration, and Suzhou Education Bureau. The
participants were asked to describe their love for Suzhou gardens
and pay tribute to Chinese traditional culture with paintings
on postcards. 80.000 students from Suzhou primary schools
participated in the competition that strengthened their awareness
of the significance of the gardens and developed their interest in
heritage conservation.

In February 2019, WHITRAP Suzhou finalized the 2018 Annual Report
on the monitoring of the World Heritage Site. The report, requested
by the National Cultural Heritage Administration, presents the
conservation and monitoring activities carried out in the property
in 2018 based on the site indicators and on the cross-referencing of
the data collected throughout the year. Yearly Reports are a key tool
to improve the management of World Heritage Properties, and are
continuously improved to better integrate field data and normative
and administrative issues. The 2018 Report was officially submitted
to the Central authority in March 2019. Based on scientific and
systematic data, the Report provides an essential reference that will
favour the further improvement of the protection and management
of Suzhou Classical Gardens.
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NEWS -

WHITRAP - World Heritage Centre

Coordination Meetings
R E~FOER EEF OB FBIESIN

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
xR - B, TXKE=H0 (L8)

From April 8™ to 12, 2019, a WHITRAP Shanghai delegation
composed of Lu Wei, Marie-Noél Tournoux and Simone Ricca,
held a series of information and coordination meetings with the
World Heritage Centre (WHC) at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.
The meetings focused on the presentation of the activities of the
Institute, the development of a coordinated strategy in view of the
launch of the 3" cycle of the Monitoring Report in the Asia Pacific
region in September 2019 and the implementation of HUL.

On Monday 8", WHITRAP met with Jyoti Hosagrahar, Deputy
Director, on Thursday 11", WHITRAP met with Mechtild Réssler,
Director of the World Heritage Centre, and the following day with
Jing Feng, head of the Asia-Pacific Unit and Petya Totcharova, head
of the Policy and Statutory Meetings Unit and their team.

Category 2 Centres (C2Cs) are called to play a more and more
relevant role supporting the World Heritage Centre and the
State Parties in the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention. The Paris meetings were an opportunity to underline
the commitment of WHITRAP on the one side, and to reinforce
coordination between WHITRAP and WHC on the other.

The Asia Pacific region counts 4 World Heritage C2Cs: WHITRAP and
HIST in China, CHEADSEA in Indonesia and the Centre for World
Natural Heritage Management and Training for the Asia and Pacific
Region in India. WHC underlined the importance of increasing
synergies among the different institutes, reinforcing cooperation
and sharing best practices and experiences among State Parties in
the Region.

2019 4 B8 HE12H, HMEF. B
AIHE3CHL - E/RSBHIFSRE - E-RERRIFELE
BRONRERRKSEHR ARERESER
EHRE~HO (WHC) 2Im—RIEEMH
Ba. SUNERENETOE, R
7T 2019 F 9 BET KK RNNE=E
TEHAR & LA [0 SR SE S RO SE e Bl E 1103
g, 4 B 8 H, FPORARELNTHAER
FHROBIEELE - BERER; 118, 5
HFREFHOEEEHFHRE - DHEHSHE;
EH, STABEERERBERFNEERPEE
REL - FEEEREFMARHE.

HRIARFLE G0 (C2C) B
EXRFEFREFROMSAEIT (HRE™
R FERFEMRHEENIER. RES
RIS, AERPOEREIX—IRRHIRIAE .
eSSt FEFHOMESIERH TS, T
AR HF 4 M REFRHAI =0,
BIEFERI AKX i RS | SR O
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UNESCO Headquarters,

© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
HRIARZHB o AzRE - B
+ [ EXREFHL 2019

Meeting with Mr Jing Feng
© M. Venne / UNESCO 2019
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News ..

World Heritage Promotion in

Hangzhou High School

T LB AR HR AR R E T

Li Hong, WHITRAP Shanghai
5k, TXEF=HO (L£8)

he competition on “‘Heritage Knowledge Promoted in High

School, Supporting the Success of the Nomination of Liangzhu
Site” launched on 8™ April, 2019, is co-organized by the Zhejiang
Hangzhou No. 11 High School and the Van Nest Education. The
activity is supported by the Hangzhou Liangzhu Site Administration
Committee, Hangzhou Tongxinyuan Public Welfare, WHITRAP
Shanghai, Zhejiang Provincial Archaeological Institute, and Zhejiang
Educational Channel News Network (www.eduzj.com).

Prof. Li Jianzhong from WHITRAP Shanghai briefly introduced the
concept of World Heritage, and invited the 30 students participating
in the activity to further explore this subject through the available
online resources. During the visit to Liangzhu site, Prof. Li presented
the specificities of the archaeological site to the students, and the
significance of Liangzhu as centre of a prehistoric rice-planting
civilisation.

The competition aims to enable students to learn more about the
5,000-year-old civilization and national spirit of China. In addition, it
will contribute to the promotion and protection of World Heritage
by the young generations. The winner of the competition will be
revealed on 27" April 2019.

20195 4 B 8 H, BWM+—FZ.
MBEHE (FUNRESH ) £EZEDHN &
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No. 11 High School

Group Photo
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Liangzhu Jade Carving
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WHITRAP First 2019 Coordination

Meeting
2019 58

Wang Tianxiang, WHITRAP Secretariat
EXH, WP

n April 2" WHITRAP held the First Quarter 2019 Coordination

Meeting of 2019 at WHITRAP Shanghai, Tongji University. Eight
Delegates from WHITRAP Beijing, WHITRAP Shanghai, WHITRAP
Suzhou and WHITRAP Secretariat attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the delegates reported the working progresses
and results of each center. All branches agreed that the UNESCO
evaluation of the Institute, scheduled in 2020, six 6 years after
the last one, is the first priority for the Institute. The secretariat
emphasized the importance of the medium-term strategy con-
struction work and made a conclusion.

Besides, the meeting explored how the three centres can develop
their cooperation on the theme of World Heritage youth education.
The three centres unanimously stated that they would address
this issue, share resources and raise it to a higher-focused stage.
Cooperation on this theme will become the key promotion
project of 2019. As an interpreter and standard setter in this field,
it is expected that WHITRAP world heritage youth education will
become a model case in the Asia-Pacific region.

All the delegates considered that the meeting was fruitful and will
positively contribute to the cooperation among the three Centres.
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Visiting Bahrain World
Heritage Site

© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
SUENEFRIE™ © BFE - B+
[ XiEF=HL 2019

NEeWS .

C2Cs Meeting in Bahrain

—FEips

WIEERES1T

Mohamed Ziane Bouziane ARC-WH and Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai

BERE - tR - 57T, WAt R REFH0 ; xR -

he establishment of UNESCO World Heritage related Category 2

Centres and institutes (UNESCO C2Cs) in various regions of the
world was an important development in the field of World Heritage
providing States Parties with an access to research centres and
institutes that engage in the effective implementation of the World
Heritage Convention and its strategic objectives. UNESCO Category
2 Centres operating in the field of World Heritage play a significant
role, on both regional and global levels, in protecting World
Heritage, reinforcing technical capacities of heritage professionals
and providing the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory
Bodies with technical and financial support towards the effective
implementation of the 1972 Convention.

The Annual Coordination Meetings of UNESCO C2Cs have become
a vital platform for exchange and interaction between C2Cs,
Advisory Bodies and UNESCO World Heritage Centre. The 2019
coordination meeting was hosted by the Arab Regional Centre for
World Heritage (ARC-WH) in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, from
22" to 23 April, and focused on the recommendations made by
the previous Coordination Meetings, as well as on recent decisions
adopted by the World Heritage Committee. Representatives of 8
World Heritage C2Cs, attended the meeting.

The positive and intense debates among the participants proved
the importance of these annual events and the growing interaction

+, WREFEPL (LEig)
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developing among C2Cs. In 2018, ARC-WH and AWHF signed an
MOU to develop joint activities in Africa, and an MOU between
AWHF and WHITRAP will be finalized in the coming weeks.

The meeting aimed to contribute to the effective implementation
of the World Heritage Convention through the enhancement of
interregional cooperation, examining the potential role of the
UNESCO C2Cs in the implementation of the Resource Mobilisation
and Communication Strategy (Decision 42 COM 14) as well as of the
framework of collaboration between UNESCO C2Cs and UNESCO
and in the implementation of the Third Cycle of the Periodic
Reporting Exercise.

“Periodic Reporting” is one of the core conservation monitoring
mechanisms of the World Heritage Convention that concerns,
one after the other, all the regions of the world in six-year cycles.
UNESCO C2Cs play a major and growing role in this process.
ARC-WH presented the activities it organized in this framework
to familiarize national focal points and site managers of the
Arab Region with the Periodic Reporting process, in view of the
upcoming involvement of the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF)
in this process for Africa next year.

Finally, as most of the world population is living in cities, and
urban heritage represents an overrepresented category on the
World Heritage List, the meeting also discussed the Historic Urban
Landscape approach and the role that UNESCO C2Cs can play in
its application. In Manama, WHITRAP presented its recent HUL
activities and initiatives and discussed the possibility to launch HUL-
based cooperation programmes with the other C2Cs.
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Wujiang District, Tongli and Water Towns

Cooperation Initiative

MERIIXK 2 EEMLERYZ 52

Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
BmEd - BRE, TAEFHO (L8)

n 18-19 April, a joint delegation of WHITRAP-Shanghai and

the Petites Cités de Caracteres de France (Small Towns of
Character of France) attended the opening of the 23" edition of the
“Tongli Spring International Tourism and Culture Festival” in China
and held a technical meeting with the Wujian District, represented
by Ru Shao Feng, Vice-Director of Administrative Committee and
the town of Tongli, represented by Chen Yuan, Ren Sujun, and
Jiang Weiqun, Vice-Director of Tongli Ancient Town Protection
Management Committee, to discuss joint cooperation projects. The
discussions focused on the establishment of a network of towns
to enhance the heritage and cultural assets of 6 Water Towns and
their territory and foster innovative development strategies as well
as promoting new approaches to tourism. The meeting allowed to
identify a series of shared priorities, and it was agreed to organize a
technical workshop on the creation of a network of Chinese water
towns at the end of 2019.

During the two-day mission, the Delegation visited Tongli and
Pingwang towns and the Fei Xiatong museum in Liu Cun village, as
well as the Grand Canal, and met the mayors and deputy mayors of
these towns as well as directors of local institutions.

WHITRAP-Shanghai delegation was led by Prof. Zhou Jian, Secretary
General of WHITRAP and Director of WHITRAP-Shanghai, the
Vice-President, Roger Bataille, and the Director, Laurent Mazurier
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represented the Petites Cités de Caracteres de France (PCC). The
Small towns of character of France is a long standing partner of
WHITRAP, through a quadripartite MOU with Tongji University
College of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP) and the Cité
de I'Architecture et du Patrimoine (Architecture and Heritage City)
Observatoire de la Chine Contemporaine (Contemporary China
Architecture Observatory).

The French Small Towns network was created in the 1970s by a gro-
up of small towns, mainly rural, eager to promote their heritage and
revitalize their urban functions working together (federating various
stakeholders) around a key objective: the acknowledgment and
safeguard of heritage as a driver for the development of the towns
and their territories.

Towns join the network on a voluntary basis if they meet the
network criteria and commit to respect its charter. The network is
an NGO and is coordinated by a secretariat that interacts with each
town. It partners with other stakeholders, such as State or Regional
institutions and is recognized as an important player by the French
Ministry of Culture. Each year the mayors of the network meet to
discuss and share experiences, and learn from each other.

The principle of the network is to address the needs of the
inhabitants, and attract new residents, focusing on their wellbeing
and implementing projects which aim not only to rediscover the
heritage values of a town, but also to develop activities building
on these values to provide practical solutions to key problems. For
example, revitalizing historic buildings to create services such as a
public library or a kindergarten, or developing incentives to support
local business to improve the quality of life of the community.
Tourism is acknowledged as an important sector, however mass
tourism is not the main priority. Even though the Small Towns
network is project-oriented, it is committed to advocating the
development of long-term strategies and accordingly to developing
tools and rules to save heritage.

Furthermore, the network allows to promote and valorise the
specific and unique character of the partner cities at the national
level, and to reach out to an international audience. In the past
years, the Petites Cités de Caractére de France has engaged in
international cooperation.
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in focus —

Outcome of the Chinese Pilot Studies

on WH+ST (2017-18)
WH+ST

Li Hong, WHITRAP Shanghai
5k, TXEF=HO (L£8)

gy

esearch Background

In 2018, the total number of global tourists reached 1,21 billion.
Tourism is a major source of economic growth, employment and
income for many countries, particularly developing countries.
It can contribute directly or indirectly to the achievement of all
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and in particular to SDG 8
‘promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
full and productive employment and decent work for all’, SDG 12
‘ensuring sustainable consumption and production “, and SDG 14
‘conserving and sustainably using the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development’”.

World Heritage Sites are likely the most popular tourist destinations.
If properly utilized, tourism can become the driving force for
the protection of World Heritage Sites. However, there are many
issues to consider to reach a balance between heritage protection
and tourism development. In 2012, at the 36™ World Heritage
Committee, the UNESCO World Heritage Committee formally
adopted the World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Project
(WH+ST) coordinated by the World Heritage Centre.

China’s experience in the management and development of world
heritages is of global relevance for the implementation of WH+ST
programme as it is probably the most complex case in terms of
complexity of social components, economic and environmental
situation, and development pressure.

In recent years, China's rapid economic development has made
the tourism market prosperous. China's huge population has made
China the world's largest tourist “exporter”. At the same time, China
has 53 World Heritage sites, the second most represented country
on the World Heritage List. World Heritage Sites are deeply loved by
Chinese tourists at home and abroad, and the number of visitors to
these properties continues to grow. Most of China's World Heritage
sites are inhabited by indigenous peoples. The unique social
and cultural specificities of Chinese ethnic minorities generate a
complex relationship with the new economic models and pressures
produced by tourism on the sites and their environment, and pose
new challenges for the proper management of World Heritage Sites
that are relevant at the global scale. To analyse these issues, in 2015
the UNESCO World Heritage Centre asked WHITRAP to conduct
a study on pilot World Heritage sites in China to provide a global
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demonstration of the implementation of the UNESCO Programme
on World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism (WH+ST) in China. This
project, implemented by a team of researchers of Tongji University,
is directed by Professor Han Feng, and coordinated by Li Hong,
Programme Specialist at WHITRAP Shanghai.

After a period of six months of analysis and screening, in April
2017 a two-year cooperation agreement was signed with two
pilot units: the World Natural Heritage "Wuling Source Scenic
and Historic Interest Area", and the World Cultural Heritage "Tusi
Site" (Hailongtun, Guizhou ). Two World Heritage properties were
selected for the following reasons:

Wulingyuan:

(1) From the perspective of World Heritage, the development of
Wulingyuan after its inscription on the World Heritage List has
raised the UNESCO World Heritage Committee concern. The State
of Conservation Reports submitted in 1998, 2015 and 2019 require
local governments to pay attention to, and balance, the conflict
between the tourism development of the site on the one side, and
the protection of the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) on the
other side.

(2) From the perspective of heritage categories, Wulingyuan was
listed as a Natural World Heritage List in 1992, within the earliest
group of natural heritage sites listed in the World Heritage List in
China.

(3) From the perspective of tourism development, since the 1970s,
tourism industry has been the economic pillar of Wulingyuan
District and of the nearby Zhangjiajie City, and it is the main source
of income for local residents.

Hailongtun:

(1) From the perspective of World Heritage, the World Heritage
Committee has called on heritage sites to strengthen their
management systems and the implementation of management
plans in order to ensure, on the whole, that tourism projects do not
have a negative impact on highlighting universal values;

(2) From the perspective of heritage categories, the Tusi site was
inscribed in the World Heritage List in 2015 when China's overall
development in heritage protection and management was more
mature and more advanced in technology compared with the early
World Heritage sites.

(3) From the perspective of tourism development, currently the
tourism viewing and experience of this property is unsatisfactory,
and the number of tourists, and the income they generate, is
relatively small compared to other heritage sites.

Research Design

According to the WH+ST action plan, based on the problem
orientation, this study is divided into five sections: "OUV Basic
Research of World Heritage Sites", "Cognition of OUV by World
Heritage Stakeholders", "Protection and Management of OUV
of World Heritage Sites", "Operation and Management of World
Heritage sites as tourist destinations’, and "Community Engage-
ment in OUV protection and tourism development of World
Heritage Site."

The research is divided into two stages. The first stage is an
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Fieldwork in Hailongtun
© WHITRAP 2018
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international and domestic comparison; the second stage is the
analysis of the current situation of World Heritage Sites.

The research method applied in the fisrt stage is mainly based on
literature review and on-site investigation. Stage One is also divided
into two approaches: a comprehensive understanding of the "World
Heritage and Sustainable Tourism" programme. Including a review
of the five objectives of WH+ST, the Action Plan of the UNESCO'’s
World Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Programme, the World
Heritage and Sustainable Tourism Toolkit, “Sustainable Tourism
Capacity Building” Project carried out in Africa, pilot sites in Nordic-
Baltic region, and Community-based Management and Sustainable
Tourism. And a review of World Heritage application documents,
outstanding universal values, value carriers, integrity, authenticity,
protection and management, the evaluation of the World Heritage
Advisory Body, the status report on protection, and the resolutions
of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee. The differences
and commonalities between the value identified by the World
Heritage Committee and the present value identified by China are
determined by field survey and analysis.

Stage Two research method is based on literature review, on-site
investigation, in-depth interviews, and questionnaires, and this
stage is divided into four approaches:

1. Identifying the four major stakeholders closely related to heritage
protection and tourism development, namely administrators,
residents, tourism practitioners and tourists; and analyzing the
deviation of OUV protection caused by cognitive differences
though the analysis of the four major stakeholders' understanding
of heritage value, protection, community culture and relevant
acquisition channels.

2. From the perspective of management, the research makes
a comparative analysis of the existing institutional setup,
management system, and heritage management planning
on the one side, and the status quo of other relevant national
planning in Chinese heritage sites on the other, in order to point
out the conflicts between the existing management system and
management planning, and the implementation of protection and
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management of OUV.

3. To analyze the conflicts caused by tourism development on OUV.
the research, based on the current status of tourism development,
analyzes the interpretation and dissemination of the concept of
heritage OUV in tourism activities, the combination of tourism
products and heritage value, tourism operation and management,
and the investment of tourism income in heritage protection.

4. Finally, from the perspective of the community, the research
assesses the spatial distribution of the community in the heritage
site, the approaches and means of the community for OUV
protection, the degree and effect of the community engagement
in tourism activities, and the conflict between the community
engagement in tourism development and OUV preservation.

Research Outcome
The research has identified the following four key issues that are of
universal relevance nationally and internationally:

1. In terms of OUV cognition: stakeholders generally have insufficient
understanding of heritage types, lack of understanding of heritage
value carriers and heritage scope.

2. In terms of OUV protection and management: there is a
contradiction between the management system of the heritage
site and the protection of the OUV. The duties, functions and rights
of the management institutions are not equivalent, and the main
bodies in charge of the protection of the OUV are not unified,
and the overall protection Management Plan associated with
OUV is lacking. Therefore, it is necessary to create qualified teams
corresponding to the advanced heritage monitoring system.

3. In terms of tourism management and operation in heritage sites:
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tourism interpretation and dissemination in heritage sites are not
centred on OUV, tourism income destined to heritage protection
and management is limited, tourism management system and
operation method fail to sufficiently guarantee the protection,
interpretation and dissemination of OUV, and the interpretation
and protection effect of OUV is not refined.

4. In terms of community engagement in the protection and
tourism development of the heritage site: community interest
demands are in great contradiction with OUV protection and
tourism development of the heritage site. So the community
engagement in OUV protection and tourism development is low.

Six experts, led by Peter Debrine from World Heritage Centre
praised the research results of the pilot study (Cf. Issue 43, p.
16). It was agreed that the study is of great significance and has
strong practicality and pertinence in the context of the analysis of
the overheated tourism market and the relation development /
protection in China. The experts also mentioned that the pilot study
could play a role of reference and be thought-provoking for other 53
World Heritage Sites in China. The two pilot studies were effective,
the research design was meticulous and logical; the research
objectives were clear and the investigation was sufficient; the work
was in-depth and detailed, and the opinions of experts in various
fields and of the various stakeholders involved were received; The
precise issues identified, based on the research, are common to
most of China's World Heritage sites and have global relevance.

In order to implement and disseminate the research results, it is
recommended that the project team continue its efforts carrying
out the following work:

1. Strengthen the protection and dissemination of the OUV of
the heritage site, and the relevant public education. For different
stakeholders and audiences, use the latest 3D vision technology
to interpret and disseminate OUV; and increase the signature and
interpretation system of OUV carrier in the scenic spot through
earmarks.

2. The heritage site should further rationalise the protection
management system and explore the multi-integration protection
management plan based on OUV.

3. In tourism management and operation: optimize the tour route,
enriching the leisure opportunities; improve the tourism income
allocation mechanism:; use big data technology to analyse tourists
and markets, carry out refined marketing and OUV interpretation;
and regulate tourism behaviour to manage tourists effectively.

4. Encourage community engagement and promote the protection
and dissemination of OUV. Respect the traditional culture and
cultural diversity of local communities, optimize the spatial layout of
the community, create an effective communication platform, and
promote community engagement in OUV protection and tourism
development.
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in focus —

Assessment Mission to Qiang and

Tibetan Villages
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Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
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hina is a vast territory with a multitude of landforms and

regional climates where diverse cultures have developed a rich
range of agricultural patterns and different territorial settlement
models. Some of these areas are already recognised as World
Heritage cultural landscapes, with many more to be acknowledged
as such in the coming years.

Since 2013, the Qiang and Tibetan ethnic villages in Sichuan Pro-
vince, along with their farmlands, meadows, and alpine valleys, have
been included in the Chinese Tentative List for future nomination
on the UNESCO World Heritage List. They are located between 1,500
and 5,000 metres above sea level in the Hengduan Mountain Range
on the eastern boundary of the Tibetan plateau. The difference
in altitude, orientation, and hence climate of these steep slopes
deeply characterises these villages. For this reason, settlements in
close proximity may display a surprising variety of design solutions
and local features.

Within the framework of WHITRAP Shanghai’s research on small
settlements, Anna-Paola Pola visited several villages along the Min,
Zhagunao, Dadu, and Dajin rivers. The field mission aimed to assess
the situation in terms of architectural preservation, landscape
maintenance, social and economic development, and tourism
impact. Settlements in this area present different distribution
patterns: concentrated, dispersed, or set along the mountain ridges.
Dwellings are two to four storeys high with a flat roof for drying
grain and vegetables, and limited fenestration directed to catch the
sunlight. Walls are made of irregular fieldstone, or, in some villages,
alternating thick rammed earth walls with bands of crushed stone
and adobe. For their compact shape and fortified appearance,
buildings are commonly referred to as ‘blockhouses’. The tall
towers, Diaolou, that often accompany the larger dwellings are an
important element underlined in the tentative list file for inscription
as a World Heritage site. The watchtowers are square or star-shaped
(with 5, 6, 7,12, or 13 corners) with a height ranging from 10 to 60
metres, and they distinctively mark the landscape at a territorial
scale. These constructions, made with simple, locally available
materials, show high resistance to the periodic earthquakes that
shake the region; thus, most of the Diaolou buildings survived
the 2008 Sichuan earthquake. The economy of the region was
traditionally based on logging and agriculture until 1998, when
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Tibetan Village
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China launched a large-scale Natural Forest Resources Preservation
Project. The remoteness and the low population density have
ensured the authentic preservation and inheritance of the physical
and spiritual elements of these sites. The original inhabitants,
belonging to the Qiang and Tibetan ethnic groups, still live in many
of the nominated villages, showing a strong identification with and
pride for their ethnic cultures. The region is now largely recognised
as a fascinating expression of the relationship between humans and
land, of the respect for nature, and of the human adaptability to a
severe natural environment.

Since the 2000s, the extraordinary quality of the environment,
traditional houses, and scenic areas has increasingly attracted the
Chinese tourism sector. Due to targeted preservation and promotion
policies - besides the tentative World Heritage designation, some
villages are inscribed on the Chinese Famous Historical and Cultural
Villages List - and infrastructure development (new local airport,
expressway and planned railways), tourism, within a few years, has
become one of the pillars of the local economy. During the site
visit in March 2019, many roads were under construction, and an
important conference on tourism was scheduled to take place in a
group of well-preserved local villages in May 2019.

Tourism in China is a rapidly expanding market, and it is introduced
in remote, rural and ethnic regions as a modernising tool
promoting economic and cultural development and contributing
to the integration of minority populations. Far from being
passive and homogeneous, rural communities and minorities are
taking advantage of this official cultural heritage discourse and
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support for tourism, not only for monetary benefits, but also to
promote their own agenda and display local cultural heritage,
expressing a strong sense of pride in their culture and history. On-
site observation demonstrates that tourism development is not
uniform and monolithic, but rather is negotiated in a variety of ways
among different stakeholders (governmental bodies, large-scale
developers, local elites and small family entrepreneurs), resulting in
a multiplicity of solutions. The mission assessed the presence of:

- Abandoned villages in poor conditions acting only as tourist
spots (with an entrance fee), whose residential function, after the
2008 earthquake, has been replaced by new settlements in close
proximity:;

- Inhabited villages with well-preserved architecture, managed by
large-scale tourism investment companies that operate tourism
facilities (entrance fee: 25/50 Yuan) and develop big commercial
areas near traditional villages, impacting the landscape;

- Inhabited, well-preserved villages (without an entrance fee)
with small-scale tourist activities, such as local houses renovated
into accommodations for visitors, support for traditional farming
activities, and interesting experiences of high-quality agricultural
production (local red wine).

Tourism is a major driving force for economic and social de-
velopment, but when it is not properly managed, it often affects
the authenticity of places. This raises an ethical dilemma, as the
forces that are eroding authenticity and cultural diversity are often
the same forces promoting access to education and opportunities
for indigenous communities. In the Qiang and Tibetan villages, the
diversification of experiences assessed by the mission is a positive
indicator, and some of the foreseen models of development are
promising. We trust that this diversification is not just a phase in a
process of homologation of practices (a phenomenon often noticed
in China), but is instead recognized as an asset, allowing different
experiences to be implemented, multiplying the potentiality of
development.
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Italian President Sergio
Mattarella with Xi Jinping,
President of China People’s
Republic, Quirinale Palace,
22/03/2019 © Presidenza
della Repubbilica Italiana,
(https://www.quirinale.it/
elementi/26105)
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China/ltaly World Heritage

Cooperation
B EEEFE

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
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rom 21% to 23" March 2019, the President of the People’s
Republic of China, Xi Jinping, visited Italy and signed a series of
economic and cultural agreements with the Italian government.

During the visit, President Xi recalled the historic ties and the
exchanges between Italy and China along the Silk Road, from the
Roman and Han empires to Marco Polo, until the present. Building
upon a long-standing history of friendship and cooperation, the
two countries agreed to endeavour to reinforce cooperation in the
cultural sector with a specific attention to UNESCO World Heritage
sites.

Five of the 29 MOUs signed between China and lItaly during this
important state visit concerned cultural heritage and UNESCO
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World Heritage sites: The State Administration of Cultural Relics
of the People's Republic of China and the Italian the Ministry of
Culture signed an agreement on the prevention of cultural relics
theft, digging, and illegal entry and exit of artefacts; and a second
MOU on the cooperation between China and Italy aiming at the
promotion, protection, understanding, development and use of
world heritage sites; The Italian Ministry of Culture and the Chinese
Ministry of Culture and Tourism signed an agreement for the
restitution of 796 archaeological relics; while city and provincial-
level agreements were signed between the cities of Hangzhou and
Verona, and the cultural landscapes of the Hani Terraces, Yunnan
Province, in China and of the Langhe-Roero in Italy to “twin” Italian
and Chinese World Heritage Sites (See next pages).

In the past years, WHITRAP Shanghai has developed many
initiatives in partnership with Italian Universities and institutions
in the field of World Heritage. WHITRAP has notably signed MOUs
with the Italian National Centre of Scientific Research (CNR) to
develop training activities in China and Italy on the preservation
and development of small settlements, and with IUAV (Venice
University of Architecture and Planning) focusing on urban heritage
preservation, while a new MOU is now being finalized with CNR
(and Xiamen University) to establish a framework on strategic
cooperation for capacity building activities and research regarding
the “Cultural Heritage Conservation and Enhancement of urban
and rural settlements along the Maritime Silk Road".

Following the signature of the MOUs between China and ltaly,
WHITRAP and ltalian institutions have discussed the possibility
to develop new joint initiatives related to the implementation of
these agreements. On April 12, 2019 Simone Ricca met in Paris Mr
Arnaldo Minuti, Vice-Permanent Representative of Italy at UNESCO,
and Ms Marina Misitano, responsible of the Culture Sector for
the Italian Delegation at UNESCO; and on April 16" in Shanghai,
Simone Ricca and Anna-Paola Pola of WHITRAP met Mr Michele
Cecchi, the Consul-General of Italy in Shanghai. These preliminary
contacts underlined that the recent agreements between Italy and
China open new possibilities to develop joint activities relating to
WHITRAP mandate in the field of UNESCO World Heritage focusing
on the exchange of best practices in the sectors of landscape and
urban conservation, sustainable development, and sustainable
tourism.
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Verona, Ponte Pietra,
CC - Creative Common,
Lo Scaligero 2008
HDY, AL
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Verona, World Heritage
Site Map © UNESCO
HFRIEFHE © UNESCO

City of Verona
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Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
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he historic City of Verona, located in the North-East of Italy,

was founded in the 1% century B.C. It particularly flourished
under the rule of the Scaliger family in the 13" and 14" centuries
and as part of the Republic of Venice from the 15" to 18"
centuries. From 1797, it became part of the Austrian Empire and
joined the Kingdom of Italy in 1866.

The core of the city consists of the Roman town nestled in the
loop of the Adige River containing one of the richest collections
of Roman remains in northern Italy (including the famous
Arena). During the Middle Age, the city embraced a much
larger territory in the west and on the east bank of the river.
In its urban structure and its architecture, Verona developed
progressively and uninterruptedly over 2,000 years, incorporating
artistic elements of the highest quality from each succeeding
period, and it represents in an exceptional way the concept of
the fortified town at several seminal stages of European history.

Although Verona’s buildings suffered significant damage during
World War I, the post-war reconstruction plan (1946), based on
the established Italian restoration principles, maintained its
original structure and the reconstruction process was carried out
with utmost care. Inscribed in the WHL in 2000, the city involves
public and private institutions in a sustainable development
model combining the safeguarding and conservation of the
cultural values of the site and its surroundings with tourism
development contribution to the local economy. (http://whc.
unesco.org/en/list/797/ )
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Vineyard Landscape of Piedmont
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Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
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he Vineyard Landscapes of Langhe-Roero and Monferrato

in Piedmont (North-West of Italy) was inscribed in 2014.
It consists of a selection of five distinct winegrowing areas
and a castle, for a total area of 10.789 hecatres, reflecting a
slowly developed association between a diverse range of soils,
grape varieties that are often native, and suitable winemaking
processes. The site offers panoramas of carefully cultivated
hillsides, following ancient land divisions punctuated with
buildings that lend structure to the visual space: hilltop villages,
castles, Romanesque churches, farms, cellars and storehouses
for the commercial distribution of the wine on the margins
of the vineyards. The serial property is outstanding for its
harmony, and the balance between the aesthetic qualities of its
landscapes, the architectural and historical diversity of the built
elements associated with the wine production activities, and an
authentic and ancient art of winemaking.

The winegrowing and winemaking traditions stem from a
long history (in the 1st ¢ AD, Pliny the Elder already mentions
Piedmont for its vines,) and have been continuously improved
and adapted up to the present day. They bear witness to an
extremely comprehensive social, rural and urban realm, and
to sustainable economic structures. The Piedmont vineyard
landscape is one of the most harmonious and most consistent
with the ideal of a “scenic” rural and vineyard landscape, an
archetype of European vineyards. (http://whc.unesco.org/en/
list/1390/ )
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WHITRAP-IUAYV Collaboration: 2019
Master Theses

WHITRAP-1UAV: 2019 Efi+A1E5m B 8

Chiara D'Arnese, Valentina.Tamiazzo and Simona Ma, IUAV Venice
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Shanghai, prof. Margherita Turvani, arch. Anna Paola Pola /
WHITRAP.

"Fragments to System" is an urban rehabilitation project for
Shanghai “new villages”, fragments of the city — scattered in the
widespread urban fabric of the Chinese metropolis — characterized
by a specific, strong, and clearly-defined morphology. The proposed
design strategy aims to recover and enhance these areas — both
from the urban and architectural points of view — through the
creation of a connecting system between the villages.

The planning of the new neighbourhoods started in the 1950s; at
that time, the “new villages” were on the periphery of the city. Today,
however, these areas have become an integral part of the urban
fabric, often located in crucial areas for the city. They pose, therefore,
new challenges and offer stimulating opportunities for designers
aiming at their study and requalification.

The main objective of the project is to increase the liveability of
these neighbourhoods for their inhabitants. To achieve this goal, the
first concept is to no longer allow internal car circulation, reserving
the spaces near the edges of the villages for fast parking only and
creating areas for long-term parking lots in the new multifunctional
centre. Underpinning this strategy is an approach that foresees the
reduction of the use of the cars in favour of public transport.

Moreover, to give a hierarchy to the external spaces, we designed
a corridor, a collective space connecting the two villages where
new small commercial spots are planned for the residents. Thus
the passage becomes the most public part of the village, while the
gardens created in the spaces between the buildings — flowerbeds,
but above all orchards to encourage forms of community-gardening
allowing the inhabitants themselves to take care of the greenery —
constitute the more private sector of the villages.

Another important theme addressed by the project concerns the
outer limits of the villages. Their perimeter is now a physical barrier
that divides the villages from the rest of the city. The challenge
we faced was how to transform these edges into more permeable
membranes, while reusing them also as garbage collection points
or as electric bike / scooter storage spaces.

A final aspect addressed by the thesis — likely the most impor-
tant for the inhabitants — concerns the residential buildings.
Moving from the analysis of their present conditions and internal
organization, the architectural intervention proposes to build new
housing (with some common service spaces) adopting preservation
principles.

The new buildings are conceived for the older population that
already lives in the village (housing units on the ground floor), for
new younger families, and also for temporary users (students and
workers) for whom larger units (of different sizes) are planned on
the upper floors. We proposed a new multifunctional centre with
a new market, a library and offices; a new facade in wooden slats—
located on the south facades of all residential buildings — to protect
from the sun, hide cables and air conditioners, and uniform the
facades, and we created wide doors specifically designed to hang
clothes.
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Slow Zhenze

University IUAV of Venice: Master Thesis by Simona Ma; Supervisor
prof. Marco Ferrari; Co-supervisors prof. Enrico Fontanari, with
prof Wang HongJun / Tongji University, Shanghai, prof. Margherita
Turvani, arch. Anna Paola Pola / WHITRAP.

The research focuses on the Town of Zhenze — a historic water-
town in the Delta of the Yangtze River near Suzhou (some 90
km from Shanghai) — from the perspective of rural development
promoting “slow tourism” and landscape conservation. The project
proposes an urban planning and architectural design for this town,
which is located in one of the richest regions of China and most
densely populated areas in the world. The region boasts both a
concentration of major metropolitan areas and of ancient towns
that attract a large number of Chinese and international tourists.

Since the middle of Qing Dynasty, Zhenze's economy was based on
mulberry plantation and sericulture, and on trade. In recent years,
however, the town lagged behind nearby historic cities, which
developed a tourist-based economy. Its historic core is now mostly
empty as its residents moved to new housing in the suburbs to
look for better living conditions, and has been resettled by a few
foreigners who developed commercial activities linked to tourism
on the first section of its waterfront.

The aim of the thesis was to re-imagine the development of the city
preserving its settlement logic in a modern architectural language.
The key principle has been the adoption of the Italian theories
about slow tourism, slow cities, and sustainable tourism, trying to
adapt them to the Chinese rural development. The design project
aims, through newly designed public areas and new facilities, to
make the city more livable and welcoming, and to encourage
relationships between local residents and visitors, safeguarding its
heritage without stopping the development of the city.
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Master plan proposal
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Hongcun, Anhui Province
© AP Pola 2018
LR © AP Pola 2018
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Chinese Villages: Policies,
Transformations and Values

th

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
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vaykn (Ananke) is an Italian “Class A" journal, founded in

1993 by Prof. Marco Dezzi Bardeschi in Florence, devoted to
architectural, urban, archaeological, and landscape conservation.
The journal has an international scientific committee and publishes
both in Italian and English. Anna-Paola Pola, of WHITRAP Shanghai,
contributed with an article titled “Chinese Villages: Policies,
Transformations and Values" to the Issue 89 of January 2019. Her
text builds upon the ongoing research on Small Settlements and
Sustainable Development she carries at WHITRAP Shanghai since
2017.

Abstract

In recent years, interest in rural areas and small settlements has
been growing exponentially in China. This is part of a global
phenomenon. All around the world, initiatives promoting the
enhancement and development of villages and small towns are
becoming more and more frequent. China provides a privileged
vantage point to observe this global phenomenon. For millennia,
the country was an agriculture empire marked by a dense network
of rural settlements safeqguarding its vast territory. At the beginning
of the 2000s, after three decades of intense urban development,
China is seriously addressing the issue of the social and economic
development of rural areas and marginal villages, drafting
regulations and guidelines for the protection of rural landscapes
and historic settlements. Rural areas in China constitute a precious
archive of diversity’ (cultural, social, biological, etc.) crucial for the
redefinition of a more comprehensive idea of ‘Chinese identity’,
based on a renewed attention to its cultural heritage.
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Lectures —

Zhongshan Village, Tongji-IUAV Joint

Design Workshop

hil#t: E5F &IVAV BES i TIEE

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LIRS - =4, WXEFEHPO (LEi8)

very year, a one-week design workshop on the topic of rural

design and revitalization is held in cooperation between Tongji
College of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP) and IUAV
Venice University. This year, some fifteen students from Venice and
Shanghai worked together on Zhongshan Village, near the town of
Maogong (Liping City, Guizhou), under the supervision of prof. Jiang
Jiaolong of Tongji, and prof. Margherita Turvani from IUAV Venice,
with the further assistance of the Italian professors Mauro Marzio
and Matteo Dario Paolucci.

Like in the past years, WHITRAP was invited to participate in the
final review, giving advises and comments on the students’ work.
On March 12, 2019, Marie Noél Tournoux and Anna-Paola Pola
attended the final presentation of the joint design workshop
at CAUP Tongji. The event was an opportunity to witness the
progressive integration of the discourse on rural revitalization in the
work of the students, and their capacity to approach this issue in a
more and more complex and articulate manner. This positive trend
seems to confirm the growing awareness this topic has gained in
China.

The students' work was very interesting, displaying sensitive
solutions taking into account architectural, urban design, and
landscape elements, and developing proposals for the economic
and social sustainable development of the local community.
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Publications —

Online Proceedings of the Shanghai

HUL Expert Meeting

HHiL &M LS HL ERSWAELSIUE

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
fExRe - B&, WAEFFL (LF)

HITRAP announces the online publication of the Proceedings

of the Meeting ‘The Implementation of UNESCO Historic
Urban Landscape Recommendation” held in Shanghai, China (26-
28 March 2018 (http://www.whitr-ap.org/index.php?classid=1461&n
ewsid=3024&t=show). Hosted by Tongji University, the meeting was
organized jointly by UNESCO, WHITRAP and Shanghai Hongkou
District Government, co-organized by TJUDPI, the Shanghai Tongji
Urban Planning and Design Institute, and supported by Tongji
University Museum and the General Consulate of Italy in Shanghai.
The objective of the international seminar was to discuss and
overview the implementation of the 2011 UNESCO Historic Urban
Recommendation (HUL), and to highlight the difficulties and
opportunities that lie ahead for urban heritage.

Some thirty participants from all over the world gathered at
WHITRAP Shanghai. The discussions among different generations of
experts addressed the role of HUL approach in relation to the varied
urban scales, from small settlements to the metropolis, specific
urban typologies, from walled cities to modern heritage, and means
of linking culture with nature, climate change and the intangible.
Shanghai meeting notably underlined that HUL has the potential
to rethink some of the established norms from the 20" century
moving “beyond” traditional issues, and can support national urban
policies to align them with the UN Urban Agenda and Sustainable
Development Goals.

The Proceedings aim at recording the debates and the presen-
tations made in Shanghai and at sharing them with the largest
possible audience. They are purposely conceived as a sort of
‘promotional material” presenting the meeting — easily accessible
from different websites and platforms — more than as an academic
publication. They might be usefully completed by the reading of
‘Special Issue” of the Built Heritage Journal (Vol. 2, Issue 4, Dec.
2018) titled Historic Urban Landscape: An Approach to Rethink-
ing Urban Heritage (accessible at: https://www.built-heritage.net/
issue-8-content) that presents seven articles developing the themes
discussed during the meeting. It is hoped that this publication will
contribute to reach out to young generations and favour the process
of the implementation of the Historic Urban Landscape approach
connecting it with the larger framework of UNESCO efforts to
promote the role of culture for sustainable development.
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The Implementation of the
UNESCO Historic Urban
Landscape Recommendation

Proceedings of the International Expert Meeting,
Shanghai, China, 26-28 March 2018

the HUL Proceedings
© Luo X./ WHITRAP 2019
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Book Recommendation —

Reshaping Urban Conservation,
The HUL Approach in Action

KT hEMEGE

EL

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai

ASE -

Reshapihg Urban
Conservation

The Historic Urban Landscape Approach

in Action

Book Coverpage
© Springer 2019
BESE

@ Springer

+, IXE=FD (L)

he new book by Ana Pereira Roders and

Francesco Bandarin is the last addition to the
growing literature on the UNESCO 2011 Historic
Urban Landscape Recommendation (HUL).

As reminded by the editors in the Preface, ‘this
book aims to be empirical, describing, analysing
and comparing a sample of 28 cities taken as
case studies to implement the HUL approach.
From those cases, many lessons can be learned
and much guidance shared on best practices
concerning what can be done to make the HUL
approach work. Whereas the previous studies
served to illustrate issues and challenges, in this
volume the studies point to innovations in regional
and urban planning and management that can
allow cities to avoid major conflicts and to further
develop their competitiveness.” (p. vii).

Francesco Bandarin, one of the fathers of the HUL
Recommendation, previously co-authored with
the regretted Ron van Oers, to whom the book
is dedicated, two other important volumes: The
Historic Urban Landscape, Managing Heritage in
an Urban Century” (2012 - translated into Chinese
by WHITRAP in 2017 and “Reconnecting the
City, the HUL Approach and the Future of Urban
Heritage” (2015).

Many contributors to the Volume took part to the HUL March 2018
Expert Meeting in Shanghai and are familiar with China, and the
book includes two Chinese cases studies: the City of Lijiang (Luca
Zan and Tao Wang), and the village of Shuang Wan (Giulio Verdini
and Feiran Huang).

Pereira Roders, Ana, Bandarin, Francesco, Eds. 2019. Reshaping Urban
Conservation. The Historic Urban Landscape Approach in Action. Springer,
Singapore. 570 pages.
IBN 978-981-10-8886-5
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Book Recommendation —

World Heritage for Sustainable

Development in Africa
IR 5KEA R

E (=)

From UNESCO World Heritage Centre Website (https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1794/)
SREBREEHR AR RIEFTRLEM (https://whc.unesco.orglen/news/1794/)

Sub-Saharan Africa is undergoing a sustained period of
infrastructural development and change that is also affecting
World Heritage in the region. Through case studies from the region
and other parts of the world, this publication analyses the dynamics
of this change and offers suggestions for leveraging African World
Heritage in sustainable development.

This new UNESCO publication also addresses the process of
integrating the objectives of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development into African regional and national policies
as well as the African Union’s ‘Agenda 2063: the Africa We Want'

The publication — generously supported by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China — emerged from the UNESCO
international conference on “Safeguarding African World Heritage
as a Driver of Sustainable Development’, which was organized
jointly by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Tourism of the government of the United
Republic of Tanzania and the People’s Republic of China, in Arusha
(Tanzania) from 31* May to 3™ June 2016.

The 28 articles featured in this publication provide an enlightening
account of experiences of heritage professionals in Africa and
elsewhere. As underlined by the Director of the World Heritage
Centre, Mechtild Réssler, in the Foreword ‘the book highlights
the achievements made in the management and conservation
of cultural and natural heritage in Africa, reflects on the dynamic
nature of this heritage, and provides recommendations to ensure
its safequarding’.

Moukala, Edmond, and Ishanlosen Odiaua, Eds. 2018. World Heritage for
Sustainable Development in Africa. Paris: UNESCO.

Published in 2018 by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization © UNESCO, 2018

ISBN 978-92-3-000045-5 - Available in Open Access online
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Conference .

International Conference on
Built Heritage Studies (BHS 2019)

l:H

I RIR T

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai (From BH website www.icobhs.com)
ARk - B, TAE=H0 (Lg)

he demand for social and economic sustainability poses the

challenges of how to understand the conservation of built
heritage in relationship with future urban and rural development.
In order to face these new challenges, in April 2017, Tongji University
and the Architectural Society of China successfully co-hosted the
first International Academic Forum “Built Heritage: A Cultural
Motivator for Urban and Rural Development’. With the same
aims, the second forum was hold in Tongji University in April 2019,
under the new denomination of International Conference on Built
Heritage Studies (BHS2019), positioned as a special academic
summit bringing together global experts and scholars.

BHS 2019 Conference

From 20™ to 22™ April, BHS2019 welcomed scholars from various
disciplines, architects, and urban planners from China and overseas
to discuss and share their experiences, ideas, and ways of practice
with respect to the theme of “built heritage conservation in rural
revitalisation”.

Since ancient times, the terms “urban” and “rural” have constituted
both opposite and complementary categories. However, the tide
of urbanization has impacted the basic foundation of traditional
culture, i.e. the typical rural settlements and their cultural
landscapes, and has caused the rapid degeneration, or even the

FRFEARIFIT S (BHS 2019)

W, ERURBHEXRZET, 4
REF . HLUFERRNSTHRK, IF

MAEFNGEEMRERELSERE, 0
%HE?E%E’\JW??QEJ‘&E@&@%H $’]E‘Z
REESTF 2017 £4 ﬁé)ﬂﬁ%ﬁiﬁ_@ﬁ?u
BEAEFT AT R NEREARSIN, @ &
B, — i S EHAI S EkE AT o EF
EHENBEN, F_BHITEFT 201954 B
Z_ mi?—EF E_t/_\E%jJ “EEELFL.BT
FARMTL” (International Conference
on Built Heritage Studies, BHS
2019) . RWNEMNAEBLKERZEENE
AERVZAIES,

2019 F_EEREFEFRERTIS

4B 20 HE 22 H, WiTeilkEARIS
BERSEE ., ERIDFEHALNE, & ‘o
IRMPRIERIEFS" R, RITHDZMEII
236, XML ES A,

NS HE LR 28R ERIN—
SERE . AT, WiHHSRE N E T ERXW



disappearance, of the historical and geographic characteristics of
those landscapes.

This is a global phenomenon, affecting different countries and
regions around the world. In the case of China, the response
to this challenge takes the form of a national strategy for rural
revitalization. Through appropriate measures, there are expectations
in China that changes can be controlled and that the country can
follow an ecological track of economic and social development,
thereby enabling adaptive conservation and revitalization of the
rural built heritage.

The conference was structured around three sub-themes: 1)
Conservation of Rural Settlement Heritage and Cultural Landscapes,
focusing on the preservation of both settlements and the cultural
landscapes they are located in as a whole; 2) Preservation and
Revitalization of Rural Built Heritage, aiming to explore suitable
ways for the survival of the rural built heritage; and 3) Inheritance
of Traditional Rural Building Crafts and Techniques, stressing the
relevance of traditional building knowledge and wisdom when
engaging in rural reconstruction.

The event was organized by the editorial offices of Heritage Archi-
tecture journal, and Built Heritage journal. It was sponsored by
the College of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP), Tongji
University, and by the Academic Committee of Urban and Rural
Built Heritage, Architectural Society of China (ASC), and supported
by the Architectural Society of China, Tongji University, and the
World Heritage Institute of Training and Research for the Asia
and the Pacific Region (Shanghai) under the auspices of UNESCO
(WHITRAP, Shanghai). WHITRAP has contributed to the review of
the conference papers and Prof Zhou Jian, Simone Ricca, and Anna-
Paola Pola were members of the BSH2019 Scientific Committee.

During the conference, the organizers selected the texts for the
conference proceedings; they will be applied for collection by
dissertation databases, such as CPCI. Outstanding papers will be
published in the journals Architecture Heritage in Chinese, or Built
Heritage in English, after undergoing a peer-review process. On the
last day, the participants toured the Historic Town of Zhujiajao, in
Shanghai metropolitan area.
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Conference —

Announcing the ICOMOS CIAV &
ISCEAH Conference in Pingyao

ICOMOS CIAV & ISCEAH Bt & FEE 41

ICOMOS CHINA, WHITRAP Shanghai, and Tongji University
EfrfEnEEs (FE) , TAEFFO (L) MEFAE

he International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) is

a non-governmental organization founded in 1965, dedicated to
the preservation of cultural heritage worldwide. ICOMOS gathers
more than 10.000 professionals contributing to the international
charters and recommendations for conservation doctrine, and
best practices in cultural heritage conservation, and is also a World
Heritage Advisory Body of UNESCO.
ICOMOS-CIAV, the International Committee on Vernacular Architec-
ture and ICOMOS-ISCEAH, the International Scientific Committee
on Earthen Architectural Heritage are two of the 28 International
Scientific Committees and 110 National Committees that constitute
ICOMOS.

The Theme

Each year, a global high-level international conference is organized
to discuss the world's cutting-edge theories and practices in the
conservation of vernacular and earthen architecture, and to provide
advice on local conservation and sustainable development. The
ICOMOS CIAV & ISCEAH 2019 Joint Annual Meeting “Vernacular &
Earthen Architecture towards Local Development” will take place
from 6™ to 9" September 2019, in Pingyao, China.

The Conference is organized by ICOMOS CIAV & ISCHEAH, ICOMOS
China, WHITRAP, Urban Planning Society of China, Architectural
Society of China, and Tongji University, co-organized by TJUDPI,
Tongji Urban Planning & Design Institute Co Ltd, and hosted by
Pingyao County People’s Government.

Since the inscription of the Ancient City of Ping Yao on the World
Heritage List in 1997, Pingyao County Government has put a lot of
effort into the conservation and development of the ancient city. It
is expected that the conference will provide recommendations and
suggestions to improve the conservation of the authenticity and
integrity of Pingyao World Heritage site and the local urban and
rural conservation and sustainable development.

The promotion of the sustainable development of local economy
and society through the conservation of vernacular architecture
is a trend topic in the international scientific community and one
of the most demanding problems faced by local authorities of
heritage sites. The Conference will address it through 4 sub-themes:
1) Architectural Features, Values and Conservation; 2) Challenges
and Possible Solutions; 3) Contemporary Conservation and
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Technical Innovation; 4) Adaptive Reuse and Revitalisation Towards EﬂWéTrLtﬂﬁﬁlﬁ“Ko SWROFEBMELT

Local Development; and a special session dedicated to ‘Heritage ~ UMD FRATERSHERE: 1) 5. NE
Conservation Going Public: The Case Study of Pingyao”. 5&; 2) tEZHHML_EEPE’JIiﬁ&_I“b'EF“
Practicalities X5 3) BRFRIPDESEACE; 4) @it

To submit an article for the Conference, the abstract template can A AZRBGENAIR ; 5) EEARK S LiEFR
be downloaded at: 2019ciav-isceah.whitr-ap.org. All abstracts, in  #F——FEERLIEZEA.
English, must be electronically submitted in Microsoft Word files to

2019ciav-isceah@whitr-ap.org, before 10th April 2019. SEEE.

MHERIERIER, BERKNEA ML
For more information about the Conference, please contact: THWEEMR. 2019ciav-isceah.whitr—ap.
Web.5|te: 201QC|a.v-|sceah.wP:utr-ap.org (from May 2019) org. M ik 2019ciav-isceah.whitr—ap.org
Email: 2019ciav-isceah@whitr-ap.org (2019 & 5 B ) . BB F#B 4. 2019ciav—

isceah@whitr—ap.org
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Aghast Parisians Observing
Notre Dame on Fire
© L. Ricca, 15th April 2019
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special news -
Notre Dame of Paris
B2 X8 Px

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
fExRe - B&, WAEFFL (LF)

Notre Dame de Paris, one of the most
accomplished examples of French and
European Gothic architecture, was ravaged
by a sudden fire on 15" April 2019. The fire
destroyed the roof and the mediaeval old
wood frames, and the 19" century spire of
the cathedral. Fortunately, some of the key
architectural features were not impacted.
The front fagcade and its bell towers, one
of the finest gothic facade in its kind by its
proportion, the buttresses, and the stained
glass windows of the three large rose
windows are still standing.

The concerned comments made by the
general public all over the world and in
China, and the emotion generated by
this bewildering event are a proof of the
relevance of the concepts that underpin the
1972 World Heritage Convention and are at
the basis of the existence of WHITRAP as a
UNESCO World Heritage Category 2 Centre:
“that deterioration or disappearance of
any item of the cultural or natural heritage
constitutes a harmful impoverishment of
the heritage of all the nations of the world’.

WHITRAP has hosted many lectures on this monument by Benja-
min Mouton, Chief Architect in charge of the conservation of
Notre Dame, within the framework of the cooperation with Tongji
University CAUP.

The historic cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris is a major French
monument and part of the 1991 World Heritage site Paris, Banks of
the Seine. (https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/600)

ZEEMNMNEREZNTEARERZ—B
X, F 201954 B 15 HEAERIR N,
ERZEEHENERNHFHEHLFEESHK
158, AR 19 2 RIS E RINAZTEN
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UNESCO B M : https://whc.unesco.org/
en/list/600



World Heritage Category 2 Centres (C2C)
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1 WHITRAP
World Heritage Institute of Training and
Research for the Asia and Pacific Region
kS EHRICART A X RIS 15| SHR O

www.whitr-ap.org

2 HIST
International Centre on Space Technologies
for Natural and Cultural Heritage
BREEHRAREREASXEFEERA S

www.unesco-hist.org

3 ARC-WH
Arab Regional Centre of World Heritage
www.arcwh.org

ITRECH

International Training and Research Center on
the Economics of Culture and World Heritage
www.css-ebla.it/ (provisory)

AWHF
African World Heritage Fund
Website: https://awhf.net/

Centre for World Natural Heritage
Management and Training for the
Asia and Pacific Region
wii.gov.in/unesco_category2_centre

LCC

Regional Heritage Management Training Centre
“Lucio Costa”. Portal.iphan.gov.br/clc

International Centre for Rock Art and
the World Heritage Convention

IRPMZ
Regional World Heritage Institute in Zacatecas
Www.unesco-zacatecas.org.mx/

CHEADSEA
Centre for Human Evolution, Adaptation &
Dispersals in Southeast Asia
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for the Asia and the Pacific Region
under the auspices of UNESCO
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The World Heritage Training and Research Institute for the Asia and Pacific Ragion
(WHITRAP) is a Category Il institute under the auspices of UNESCO. It was the first inter-
national organisation in the field of world heritage to be established in a developing
country. Mandated by the States Parties of the World Heritage Convention and other
States Parties of UNESCO, the institute was founded to promote the conservation and
development of World Heritage in Asia and Pacific Ragion. WHITRAP has three branches
in Beijing, Shanghai, and Suzhou.

The Shanghai Centre at Tongji University focuses on the conservation of cultural heri-
tage, such as the sustainable development of ancient towns and villages, architectural
sites, architectural complexes, and cultural landscapes.

The Beijing Centre at Peking University is in charge of natural heritage conservation,
archaeological excavation, and management of the sites' cultural landscape.

The Suzhou Centre, hosted by Suzhou Municipal Government, is in charge of traditiona
architectural craftsmanship and restoration, conservation materials analysis, and historic
garden restoration and maintenance.
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Vietnam: Thanh Thuy Chanh Village
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EBiE (Tel) : 0086 21 65987687

f&H (Fax) : 0086 21 65987687 8004

Hehik: PE BT 1239 SEFAENEE 3 B, 200092

Address: 3F Wen Yuan Building, Tongji University, 1239 Siping Road,
Shanghai 200092, P.R. China

Rk (Website) : www.whitr-ap.org

E3F iR (Email) : whitrapnews@whitr-ap.org
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Please scan the QR Code below to follow our WeChat Official Account:




