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The World Heritage Training and Research Institute
for the Asia and the Pacific Region (WHITRAP) is a
Category Il institute under the auspices of UNESCO.
It was the first international organization in the field
of world heritage to be established in a developing
country. Mandated by the States Parties of the World
Heritage Convention and other States Parties of
UNESCO, the institute was founded to promote the
conservation and development of World Heritage in
the Asia and Pacific Region.

WHITRAP has three branches: one in Beijing,
another Shanghai, and the third in Suzhou.

The Shanghai Centre at Tongji University focuses on
the conservation of cultural heritage, such as the
sustainable development of ancient towns and
villages, architectural sites, architectural complexes,
and cultural landscapes.

The Beijing Centre at Peking University is in charge
of natural heritage conservation, archaeological
excavation, and management of the sites’ cultural
landscape.

The Suzhou Centre, hosted by Suzhou Municipal
Government, provides technical training and
researches site management methods and
restoration techniques.



HEIBFHRAFETAS

The 35th Session of the World Heritage Committee
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‘1 the morning of June 20, 2011, the 35th Session of the World
Heritage Committee Meeting was opened in UNESCO’s
Headquarter in Paris France. Ms. BOKOWA, Director-General of
UNESCO, was present and made address in the opening ceremony. 21
Committee Members and over 180 State Parties, Advisory Bodies and
more than 1000 relevant NGOs representatives participated.

During the 10-day session, the Comunittee examined the state of
conservation of the properties, determined the new inscriptions on the
World Heritage List and the List of World Heritage in Danger. If also
discussed a series of themes related to world heritage and 40th
anniversary activities of World Heritage Convention etc. In addition,
the Committee evaluated the working report presented by World
Heritage Center and Advisory Bodies, and discussed several
sub-themes, such as World Heritage Convention and its Sustainable
Development, Progress report on the World Heritage related Category
2 Centers, World Heritage Tourism Program. Evaluation of the
Reinforced Monitoring Mechanism etc.

The World Heritage Committee has inscribed a total of 25 out of 35
sites on UNESCO's World Heritage List, including three natural
properties, 21 cultural and one mixed site. Two properties were added
to the World Heritage List in Danger and one was removed from that
list. The World Heritage List now numbers 936 properties: 183 natural
sites; 725 cultural; and 28 mixed. China applied 2 sites this year. West
Lake Cultural Landscape of Hangzhou was approved fo be inscribed
on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List. Another proposed candidate
site Wudalianchi Scenic Spot was
withdrawn from the meeting at the
last moment due to the
disagreement on its values
between experts.

At 9:00 am on the June 25th local
time, representatives from the 6
UNESCO Category 2 Centers and
officials from WHC and ICCROM
attended the working conference
for Category 2 Centers in the
headquarter of UNESCO. The
meeting listened to the reports of
development plans of each center,
and reached a consensus to
strengthen cooperation between
each other through website
construction.
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New Inscribed Properties on World Heritage List
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Natural properties:

Ningaloo Coast (Australia)

Ogasawara Islands (Japan)

Kenya Lake System in the Great Rift Valley (Kenya)

Cultural Properties:

Historic Bridgetown and its Garrison (Barbados)
West Lake Cultural Landscape of Hangzhou (China)
Coffee Cultural Landscape of Colombia (Colombia)
The Persian Garden (Iran)

Konso Cultural Landscape (Ethiopia)

The Causses and the Cévennes, Mediterranean
Agro-pastoral Cultural Landscape (France)

Fagus Factory in Alfeld (Germany)

Longobards in Italy. Places of the power (568-774
A.D.) (Italy)

Hiraizumi - Temples, Gardens and Archaeological
Sites Representing

The Buddhist Pure Land (Japan)

Fort Jesus, Mombasa (Kenya)

Petroglyphs Complexes of the Mongolian Altai
(Mongolia)

Leon Cathedral (Nicaragua)

Saloum Delta (Senegal)

Cultural Landscape of the Serra de Tramuntana (Spain)
Archaeological Sites of the Island of Meroe (Sudan)
Prehistoric Pile dwellings around the Alps
(Switzerland, Austria, France, Germany, Italy,
Slovenia)

Ancient Villages of Northern Syria (Syrian Arab
Republic)

Selimiye Mosque Complex at Edirne (Turkey)
Cultural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud
and Oases Areas) (United Arab Emirates)

The Residence of Bukovinian and Dalmatian
Metropolitans (Ukraine)

Citadel of the Ho Dynasty (Viet Nam)

Mixed natural and cultural properties:
Wadi Rum Protected Area (Jordan)

Editor / LI Xin LU Wei
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The “Urban Ring—Campus Campaign on
Cultural Heritage Protection” Held in WHITRAP Shanghai

In the afternoon of April 19, the Initiation
Ceremony of “Urban Ring-Campus
Campaign on Cultural Heritage Protection™
was launched in WHITRAP Shanghai. The
activity is organized by Student Union of
Tongji College of Architecture & Urban
Planning (CAUP), cooperated with
WHITRAP Shanghai. It aims to promote the
knowledge of cultural heritage to teenagers in
Yangpu District in Shanghai. More than 40
volunteers get involved in the activity during
their leisure hour. By means of vivid lectures
and interesting games, they expect to
influence the younger generation concerning
the spirit of conserving historic heritage. On May 6, volunteers began their first rehearsal of
presentation. On May 27, one group started its first lesson for the pupils in Tongji
Elementary School, which means the officially initiation of the activity. The lecture becomes
the regular course in the school afterwards.

2011 National Working Conference on World Heritage Held in Du Jiangyan

Working Conference on World Heritage in
China, hosted by Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO (NATCOM),
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development (MOHURD) and State
Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH),
was opened in Du Jiangyan city on May 5th
to 6th. More than 150 people attended the
meeting, including HAO Ping, Vice Minister
of Education and Director of NATCOM,
SHAN IJixiang, Director of SACH, LI
Rusheng, Deputy Director-General of
Department of Urban Construction, DU Yue, Deputy Secretary-General of NATCOM and
representatives from heritage administrations around the country. Prof. ZHOU Jian and Dr. LI
Xin from WHITRAP Shanghai were present by invitation. The conference mainly focused on
new ideas to develop world heritage in China under the current global situation, and discussed
on the commemorative activities on the occasion of the 40th birthday of the World Heritage
Convention.

Prof. Michael Turner Introduce Conservation of HUL in Tongji

On May 7 2011, Prof. Michael Turner,
the UNESCO Chair in Urban Design
and Conservation Studies from the
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in
Jerusalem, delivered a lecture entitled
“Is it possible to manage change? The
Historic Urban Landscape Approach”.
Prof. Turner shared new thoughts and
approaches in the field of cultural
heritage conservation. Prof. WU Jiang,
Prof. ZHOU Jian, Prof. HAN Feng and
Prof. LU Yongyi attended the lecture.

[# 588 In Focus] June 2011
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2011 Grand Canal Protection and
World Heritage Application
Conference Held in Yangzhou
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011 Grand Canal Protection and World

Heritage Application Conference, hosted
by State Administration of Cultural Heritage
and organized by Joint Application Office for
Grand Canal of World Cultural Heritage, was
held on April 22nd 2011. TONG Mingkang,
Deputy Director of State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, FANG Maotian,
Secretary-General of National Commission of
the People's Republic of China for UNESCO,
GUO Zhan, Vice President of ICOMOS, LU
Qiong, Deputy Director of the Division of
Relics Protection and Archaeology under the
State Administration of Cultural Heritage, and
officials, representatives and experts from
relevant ministries and departments under
Provincial-Ministerial Consultation Group, 8
provincial cultural heritage bureaus along the
canal and municipality governments, cultural
heritage bureaus and research institutions of
35 cities, attended the meeting. YUAN
Qiunian, Standing Committee Member of
CPC Yangzhou Committee and Director of
Municipal Publicity Department, addressed
the conference on behalf of the city
committee and government. GUAN Qiang,
Director of the Division of Relics Protection
and Archaeology under the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage, chaired
the meeting.

The meeting comprehensively summarized
the protection and application work of grand
canal since 2010, communicated the work
plan discussed on the third meeting
consultation group, and set tasks of protection
and application in 2011. It also put forward
specific goals for key works in 2011 and
released a tentative list of the sites along the
Grand Canal and its sections for World
Heritage status.

TONG Mingkang reviewed the work in 2010
from six aspects, namely compilation of
protection plan, screening of tentative list,
protection legislation, in-depth research on
specific study, implementation of protection

W 54 [ WA HBH/ Mk
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and renovation and financial input, and fully
affirmed the achievement made in these
regards. Then he identified goals for 2011
which covered the following 6 perspectives:
raising public awareness, establishing
coordination between departments under the
leadership of governments at all levels,
improving overall system according to values,
implementing plan and protection,
strengthening research and firming foundation,
and promoting publicity by giving positive
guidance.

TONG pointed out in his speech that the
protection and the application of grand canal,
as a major cultural project to build up state
image and national dignity, is a valuable
opportunity to achieve sustainable
development for regions along the canal, and a
more urgent historic mission and realistic
needs to rescue and make possible the
continuation of the canal culture. He called on
all departments in the region to respond to the
strategic plan introduced by the State Council
through proceeding with confidence and
concentrating their efforts to realize the
objective of successful bid for world heritage
of grand canal in 2014.

The List of Participating Cities in Joint
Application:

Beijing; Tianjing; Hebei Province: Langfang,
Cangzhou, Hengshui, Handan, Xingtai; Henan
Province: Anyang, Hebi, Xinxiang, Jiaozuo,
Luoyang, Zhengzhou, Kaifeng, Shangqiu;
Shandong Province: Dezhou, Liaocheng,
Taian, Jining, Zaozhuang; Anhui Province:
Huaibei, Suzhou; Jiangsu Province: Xuzhou,
Suqian, Huaian, Yangzhou, Zhenjiang,
Changzhou, Wuxi, Suzhou; Zhejiang
Province: Jiaxing, Huzhou, Hangzhou,
Shaoxing, Ningbo

Editor /LIU Zhen Photo / CHEN Yue
Source / Monthly Grand Canal Protection &
World Heritage Application
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Conservation for Development, Innovation for Future -
The 4th Ancient Town Conservation and Development Forum
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he forth Conservation and Development Forum for Old Towns was
Thelfd in Zhouzhuang on April 23rd, 2011.5ponsored by WHITRAP Shanghai, Tongji
University, and Kunshan Municipal People’s Government, this forum was co-hosted by
National Research Center of Historic Cities and Society of Urbanization Studies of Jiangsu
Province under the support of Department of Rural-urban plan of Ministry of Housing and
Urban-Rural Development of the People’s Republic of China (MOHURD) and the Academic
Committee of Historic Cities under Urban Planning Society of China, Organized by
Zhouzhuang Township Government, Kunshan Housing and Urban-Rural Construction Bureau,
Kunshan Culture Development Research Center, the forum with the topic of "Conservation for
Development, Innovation for Future”, attracted experts and representatives from political,
commercial and academic arena to discuss about the way to harmonized conservation and

development of old towns in China.

Conservation for Development, Innovation for Future -Viewpoint
Summary

Historic cifies, towns and villages are important components of China’s
culture heritages. As a witness to the urban and rural development at
different stages, they are crystallizations of the wisdom and the precious
spiritual wealth of our country. They served as not only the achievements
made by our ancestors, but also culture sources where our future
generations could get started with. It is an important mission for
governments at all levels to protect and utilize this precious wealth along
the history.

After years of efforts, we have built up a complete system for protecting
historic cities and towns, and formulated a set of “regulations on the
protection of historic cities and towns”. Other measures and standards for
a better conservation are under way as well. Meanwhile, with more and
more attention paid by governments at all levels and all circles in the
social, remarkable results have been achieved in various protecting works.

‘We should redouble our efforts to profect culfural heritages in these cities and
towns during the period of pressing ahead urbanization and building a new
socialist countryside. We should make the conservation sifuation of cities and
towns in China known to the outside world by learning and sharing experience
with each other for a better management level in both technology and approaches.

FU Diangi
Section Chief of Historic Cities and Towns, MOHURD

[} 5T Hi i& Research Frontier] June 2011 S
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In 2004, UNESCO launched “The Creative Cities Network” programme,
which provided a new opportunity for us to present Chinese historic cities
and towns to the world. So far there are a total of 911 world heritages
among which 104 are cultural heritages, and180 natural heritages.
However, in China there are only 28 cultural heritages, 8 natural
heritages and 4 mixture heritages—-far from enough for an ancient nation
with 5000 years of civilization. Now only 2 items are allowed to be
inscribed each year due to the limitation of the number. So we have to
grasp new ways like joining “The Creative Cities Network™ to make
progress and contribution for conserving the cultural heritages in China.

DU Yue
Vice Secretary General of Chinese National Committee for UNESCO

In the new situation of climate change, ancient towns are facing tougher
challenges and opportunities as well, namely how to realize the mode of
low-carbon development. Low-carbon development will help to unveil
values of old towns once again so as to realize its cultural revival and
sustainable development. Conservation of old towns means to develop a
life style of low carbon in terms of “Food, Accommodation,
Transportation and People”, and make it successive among future
generations:

Food: to reduce consumption of high-carbon foods, encourage local food;

Accommodation: low-carbon development of architectures in old towns.
For example to encourage Low-carbon transformation of commercial
units by efficiency evaluation, Star rating and publicity, etc.

Transportation: low-carbon traffic form in old towns. Visiting old towns
by walking or boating are low-carbon or zero-carbon transportation;
meanwhile building tourist traffic based on a slow-lane system and
networks of hybrid electrical bicycle and boat, and promotion of biomass
fuel. They are all effective action to ensure a low-carbon mode.

People: “people-oriented” development mode of low carbon. We should
give overall consideration to needs of local authorities, enterprises and
residents. Governments should play the guiding role by collecting
opinions of each stakeholder and encouraging local residents to take part
in the planning of their towns. This kind of participatory planning can
arouse the interest of all related party to join the construction,
development and revival of old towns, and help governments to "discover
the value and seek mutual consensus about development ".

Maven RICE
Director of the USA-China Climate Action Partnership Project

More attentions have been paid to the conservation of old towns, but
many cultural heritages are still in severe danger; meanwhile we haven’t
reached a consensus on the judgment and identification of historical and
cultural heritages. Therefore, the number one key word is still "rescue",
especially those not so eye-catching that can be spotted at first sight. It is
very important to establish an effective supervision mechanism.

At present, there are flaws in protection system of historic architectures,
villages and communities in the context of mega-urban scale space both
theoretically and legally. Those with practical values in particular, are in
urgent need of academic and legal solution.

“Development” refers to a "positive" development of economy and
society. With the threat to old towns posed by an excessive tourism, the
key to the solution is to explore an economic development model of
diversified industries with joint efforts made by business and commercial
community on the premise of protection.

WU Jiang
Vice President of Tongji University
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Historic cities and towns are dynamic spaces for living. Reasonable
reutilization is both means and target. Tourism, as the primary way,
should be developed in a reasonable and controlled manner. To

standardize and guide the development, we should exert appropriate

approached to prevent excessive consumption of local cultural heritages,

and instead, to improve the quality of cultural tourism by set up a
tourism brand, promoting travelling experience and improving the
comprehensive service system that will benefit all-round development
in both urban and rural areas.

As the model] of Chinese traditional urban construction, water towns in
southern Yangtze River, by its idea of borrowing nature, building streets
along water, and land and water fitting into each other, reflected a
ecological conception featuring the harmonious coexistence between
man and man, man and nature, and a sustainable development. It is the
exact idea we need to set up for a low-carbon development mode, which
will play a significance role in China's urban development in the future.
With rapid social and economic development, industrial restructure, and
modification of living styles in cities and towns, it is a natural tendency
1o see special variations of the living environment. To improve
infrastructures and public services and to make old building more
livable, are all of those basic problems to be solved in the conservation
of historic cifies and towns.

Protection of historical and cultural heritages is a noble cause which
represents the level of a civilized society. It is also an important part of
reflecting characteristics of a city and a way to make it more
competitive. Southern water towns, as practice models of conservation
and development of historic towns in China, should act on the important
cultural strategy of "national cultural ecological reserve” called by
central government, and push an integral conservation strategy of
regional culture spaces with a combination of both intangible and
tangible cultural heritages.

RUAN Yisan
Director of National Research Center of Historic Cities

“Promoting harmony by protection” reflects the basic mode for historic
town development. Only through conservation can the classic form of
harmonious coexistence between man and nature be kept, the path to
revival be found, and the transformation to a modern harmony based on
a solid historical and cultural context be realized.

The way of “Promoting harmony by protection” mainly include
following actions: to promote a harmonious environment in general
through protection of single units in details; to promote harmonious
development of life-style by protection of buildings; to promote the
formation of a comprehensive eco-friendly service system by
developing each single scenic spots; to alter the idea of industrial
development according to concepts of protection to explore a new mode
of service industrial area featuring a balance between protection and
revitalization and natural harmony.

In addition, “Promoting harmony by protection’ requires us to grasp the
following principles: Chinese historic towns are one of the very
important forms of the overall Human civilizations; to establish a
national coordination mechanism; to share the knowledge and
experiences of old town conservation through communications; to push
forward the “top-level design” in the conservation of old towns in
China.

The crucial factors of “Top-level design” lie in: the responsibility of the
conservation and development should not be solely handed over to the
basic level institutes due to their limited ability and resources; It should
not simply rely on the appeal and supervision from professionals
because of their lack of authorized power; it should not be simply
examined and approved by the government in a top-down manner but
without positive and correct guidance. To be specific, to exert “top level
design” needs to conduct research on a national conservation system of
historic cities, towns and villages; to design a system consisting of
cooperation between government, specialists and grass-roots
participants; to strengthen the support to the special fund from public
finance.

WU Zhinan
Secretary General of Shanghai Academy Cuiture Industry Research Center

Editor / LIU Zhen
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In Search of a Win-win Situation on the Basis of a Balanced Interest -

The Protection and Utilization of Shanghai Sinan Mansions
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Sinan Mansion is important part of
Shanghai Hengshan Road - Fuxing Road
Historic District. It is also the most
concentrated areas of Shanghai Garden
House. The Sinan Mansion Project
covers an area of about 5 hectares, the
whole neighborhood brought together
a variety of residential building types in
modern Shanghai, which shows the
diversity of modern architectural style,
just like a Shanghai Museum of Historic
Buildings.
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he eleventh Heritage Forum: In Search of a Win-win Situation

on Balanced Multi-interests—the protection and utilization
of Shanghai Sinan Mansions was held in WHITRAP Shanghai
center in the evening of May 31 2011. Sinan Mansions is a
successful case in pilot projects to preserve and renovate historic
buildings and blocks in Shanghai. Joined by representatives from
business, political and academic communities who were directly
involved in the Sinan Mansions Project over the past decade, the
forum, with a view to summarize the experience and lessons
learned from it, focusing on a review of common efforts made in
the process of its preservation and development

Dr. LI Xin from WHITRAP Shanghai chaired the forum. WANG
Anshi, the former Deputy Chief-engineer and Section Chief of
Historic Building Protection Division under the Bureau of
Shanghai Municipality for Administration of Real Estate
Resources, and WANG Lin, the former Section Chief of Urban
Scenery and Landscapes Division under Shanghai Urban Planning
Administration Bureau who was in charge of the examination and
approval of preservation projects, attended the forum as
representatives from government. LU Yongfeng, Managing
Director of Shanghai Chengtou Yongye Real Estate Development
Co., Ltd was present as representative of developers. Writers of
Sinan Mansions Protection Plan— Prof. Lu Yongyi and Associate
Prof. SHAO Yong from College of Architecture and Urban
Planning Tongji University represented at the meeting as voices
from academic community, and technique expert HOU Jianshe, the
Manager of Shanghai Aibo Historical Construction Protection
Consultation CO.,Ltd was invited as the commentator.

After a brief introduction to the background information of Sinan
Mansions Project, LU Yongfeng shared in his speech “the attitude
and vision a practitioner should possess™ what he learnt over the
past decade. He pointed out that for participants of those protection
projects, it’s very important to act on a specific sense of ideal—to
hold a reverence, a historical sense of duty and mission, and a
consciousness of elaborate modern works. WANG Lin added that
the capability, consciousness and stand taken by a developer are of
great importance to the final implementation and the quality of a
project, in particular a combination of developer’s good ideas and
efficient management of the government. WANG Anshi thought
among the 15 pilot renovation projects of buildings in historical
blocks and streets, only Sinan Road, Jian Ye Lane and Origin of
Bund accomplished their work, and Sinan Mansions stood as a role
model.

Prof. LU Yongyi said people tended to play up the role of
professionals, but in fact it’s not always necessary to follow
whatever experts said. It doesn’t mean to choose development over
preservation neither, but a rational consensus based on a full
consultation. Professor Shao Yong shared his view that it’s very
necessary for architects and planner to go out and look for good
cooperation partners. In the Sinan case, local developers, planners
and designers all together contributed to the success of the project.
Finally, HOU Jianshe commented that Sinan Mansions could be an
outstanding case in terms of both framework of design and repairs
of details. During the Q&A session, the audience brought forward
their questions and exchanged their views with guests. The forum
completed successfully.
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Quotes from the Forum

‘We should coordinate the relationship
between the government, experts and the
market by giving consideration to what they
respectively concerned and discarding what
they opposed, but in any discourse they are
never absolute.

We should always put quality first instead of
profitability, not vice versa.
——LU Yongfeng

The success of Xin Tiandi and Sinan

Mansions is credited to a good developer,

rather the extra input by the government.
—— WANG Lin

We should first establish a correct
direction, or we may just waste our time
on a wrong track. This is the lesson we
learnt from the case of Lane 1754.
——WANG Anshi

Every step we’ve taken—from
investigation and value assignment to
what to be protected and its
reutilization—is based on rational and
open consultations, which really
commanded tremendous efforts.

—— LU Yongyi

We have very subtle relations with each
other, a mix of trust, vigilance and checks
and balance.

——SHAO Yong

Through Sinan case, we get to know that
a successful project must go with the
close cooperation of the parties. How to
seek for a win-win situation on the basis
of a balanced interest is a question we
should give a deep thought.

—— LI Xin

W 48 /20T
Editor / LI Xin
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African World Heritage Fund
(AHWF)
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African World Heritage Fund (AHWF) was
established as a Category 2 Centre under the
auspices of UNESCO by the General
Conference of UNESCO at its 35th session in
2009. AWHF is a trust established under the
legislation of the Republic of South Africa
with the objective of reinforcing the
effective conservation and protection of
Africa’s natural and cultural heritage and
improving the implementation of the World
Heritage Convention in the Africa region.
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teaching in the graduate programme of the Bezalel
ademy of Arts and Design and UNESCO Chairholder
in Urban Design and Conservation Studies. Since 1983
he has been in private practice, and leads design teams for
projects in Israel in the field of urbanism and
conservation.

Michacl Turner is a practicing architect, professor,
Ac

Serving on many international professional-academic
bodies he has chaired the Israel World Heritage
Committee for the past decade. With over a decade of
professional contribution in UNESCO, including
advising on Ilha de Mozambique and the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp and the
preparation of a cultural inventory in Ethiopia, he has
accompanied the debate on Historic Urban Landscapes
since its inscription.

His recent research activities include membership of the
Jerusalem Berlin Forum reviewing these Divided Cities
and offering mechanisms that can promote a transition to
sustainable peace; two EU projects, on the management
of pre-historic sites in the Mediterranean and a
tri-national Partnership for Peace project with Israeli,
Jordanian and Palestinian academics, promoting the
understanding of shared heritage.

Editor / LI Hong

he main purpose of the AWHF is to assist African
States Parties in the preparation and updating of

their national inventories; in the preparation and updating
of their Tentative Lists; in the preparation of their
nomination files for possible inscription on the World
Heritage List; and in the assistance in the compilation of
integrated management plans for the proper management
and conservation of World Heritage properties located in
the territory of the relevant African State Parties.

The AWHEF, in partnership with World Heritage Centre,
the Advisory Bodies, and two African training
institutions, the School of African Heritage (EPA) in
Benin and the Centre for Heritage Development in Africa
(CHDA) in Kenya, organized two training course in 2008
and 2009, with a special focus on the nomination process
and the proper management of World Heritage properties
for Francophone, Anglophone and Portuguese-speaking
countries. An Arabic language training course is planned
for September 2010. Moreover, AWHF organized several
workshops for the regional harmonization of Tentative
Lists (the first one was held in Sdo Tome and Principe in
March 2009, the second in Nigeria in May 2009, and the
third in Egypt in March 2010). It also organized a
workshop on conservation of cultural and natural heritage
in conflict and post-conflict countries in Kenya in
September 2009. In collaboration with IUCN, AWHF
provided financial assistance to the Protected Areas
Programme in Central and West Africa (PAPACO) to
implement a project aimed at improving the management
of eight natural World Heritage properties in West
Africa, which resulted in the development of evaluation
and management tools for these properties. Currently,
AWHF is supporting 17 projects in 20 countries. Most of
these projects are being implemented with countries and
regional institutions.

More information on AWHF is available in Document
WHC-10/34.COM/6 and at the following web address
http//www.awhf.net/,

Editor /LU Wei
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omestic and international tourism
D continues to be among the foremost
vehicles for cultural exchange, providing a
personal experience, not only of that which
has survived from the past, but of the
contemporary life and society of others. It is
increasingly appreciated as a positive force
for natural and cultural conservation.
Tourism can capture the economic
characteristics of the heritage and harness
these for conservation by generating
funding, educating the community and
influencing policy. It is an essential part of
many national and regional economies and
can be an important factor in development,
when managed successfully. Tourism itself
has become an increasingly complex
phenomenon, with political, economic,
social, cultural, educational, bio-physical,
ecological and aesthetic dimensions. The
achievement of a beneficial inter-action
between the potentially conflicting
expectations and aspirations of visitors and
host or local communities, presents many
challenges and opportunities.

In the context, International Cultural
Tourism Charter was adopted by the
International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) at its 12th General
Assembly (Mexico, October 1999), which
replaced the 1976 Cultural Tourism Charter.

Objectives of the Charter

The Objectives of the Intemnational Cultural
Tourism Charter are:

1. To facilitate and encourage those involved with
heritage conservation and management to make the
significance of that heritage accessible to the host
community and visitors.

2. To facilitate and encourage the tourism industry to

promote and manage tourism in ways that respect
and enhance the heritage and living cultures of host
3. To facilitate and encourage a dialogue between

conservation inferests and the tourism industry about

the importance and fragile nature of heritage places,
collections and living cultures, including the need to
achieve a sustainable fufure for them.

4. To encourage those formulating plans and
policies to develop detailed, measurable goals and
strategies relating to the presentation and
interpretation of heritage places and cultural
activities, in the context of their preservation and
conservation.

[ #7438 Knowledge of World Heritage ] June 2011

Principles of the Charter

1. Since domestic and international tourism
is among the foremost vehicles for cultural
exchange, conservation should provide
responsible and well managed opportunities
for members of the host community and
visitors to experience and understand that
community's heritage and culture at first
hand.

2.The relationship between Heritage Places
and Tourism is dynamic and may involve
conflicting values. It should be managed in a
sustainable way for present and future
generations.

3.Conservation and Tourism Planning for
Heritage Places should ensure that the
Visitor Experience will be worthwhile,
satisfying and enjoyable.

4.Host communities and indigenous peoples
should be involved in planning for
conservation and tourism.

5.Tourism and conservation activities should
benefit the host community.

6.Tourism promotion programmes should
protect and enhance Natural and Cultural
Heritage characteristics.

International Cultural Tourism Charter is available on the
website:
http/fwww.international icomos.org/charters/tourism_e.pdf

Editor / ZHOU Lifeng
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Nomination: Angkor

Category: Cultural Landscape

Location: Province Siem Reap,
Cambodia

Date of Inscription: 1992

Criteria: (i)(ii)(iii) (iv)

Angkor is one of the most
important archaeological sites

in South-East Asia. Stretching over
some 400 km2, including forested
area, Angkor Archaeological Park
contains the magnificent remains of
different capitals of the Khmer
Empire, from the 9th to the 15th
century. They include the famous
Temple of Angkor Wat and, at
Angkor Thom, the Bayon Temple with its
countless sculptural decorations.

Combining great technical mastery on an
unprecedented scale with extraordinary
architectural and artistic innovations, Angkor Wat
is the most famous and no doubt the most
remarkable of all of Cambodia's ancient temples.
Built in the 12th century in the reign of King
Suryavarman I, this was the residence of Vishnu,
the divine palace in which the King himself was
to reside after death. Angkor Wat has always
figured on Cambodia's national flag. The temple
symbolizes the soul of the Khmer people, and the
lasting grandeur of their past.

Another significant element of the Angkor
complex is the irrigation system of the region
based on the great reservoirs, which provided the
economic infrastructure for the successive Khmer
capitals and their rulers.

In 1992, Angkor was scribed on the World
Heritage List as a cultural heritage site on the
basis of criteria (1), (ii), (iii), and (iv).

Criterion (i): The Angkor complex represents the
entire range of Khmer art from the 9th to the 14th
centuries, and includes a number of indisputable
artistic masterpieces (e.g. Angkor Wat, the Bayon,
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Banteay Srei).

Criterion (ii): The influence of Khmer art, as
developed at Angkor was a profound one over
much of south-east Asia and played a
fundamental role in its distinctive evolution.

Criterion (iii): The Khmer Empire of the
9th-14th centuries encompassed much of
south-east Asia and played a formative role in
the political and cultural development of the
region. All that remains of that civilization is its
rich heritage of cult structures in brick and stone,

Criterion (iv): Khmer architecture evolved
largely from that of the Indian sub-continent,
from which it soon became clearly distinct as it
developed its own special characteristics, some
independently evolved and others acquired from
neighbouring cultural traditions. The result was a
new artistic horizon in oriental art and
architecture.
(http://whe.unesco.org/archive/advisory body e
valuation/668.pdf)

Remarks from the World Heritage
Committee:
There can be no doubt regarding the eligibility
of the Angkor complex of monuments for
inclusion on the World Heritage List. It has,
indeed, been argued, with justification,that their
absence devalues the List. The importance of the
Khmer religious architecture in the subsequent
development of temple-building techniques and
styles is great. It is to be seen all over south-east
Asia, notably in Thailand and Laos. The Angkor
monuments also graphically illustrate the Khmer
Empire at the height of its powers. The complex
is also of great importance in social and
economic terms. The layouts of the successive
capitals bear witness to high level of social order
within the Khmer Empire, a factor that is
reinforced by the evidence of the elaborate
irrigation system.

( http://whec.unesco.org/en/list/668)
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Melaka Heritage 2011

The conference is developed from UNESCO’s World Heritage Tourism
Program. The conference will address issues of international cooperation,
sustainable tourism. Experts and professionals will share success experiences
of managing world heritage sites and making policies. More information is
available at http://www.malaccaheritage2011.com

2011 Advanced Course on Conservation and Restoration Techniques of
Traditional Architecture for the Asia-Pacific Region

From Oct. 22 to Nov. 3, 2011, Advanced Course on “‘Conservation and Restoration
Techniques of Traditional Architecture for the Asia-Pacific Region™ will be held in
Suzhou. The course includes Theories and Concepts of Infernational Cultural
Heritage Conservation and Restoration; Restoration Principle and Law and
Regulations of Brick Architecture Heritage; Renovation Solutions and Technical
Regulations of Brick Architecture Heritage; Preventive Protection of Brick
Architecture Heritage; Case Study of Restoration of Brick Architecture Heritage
ect. The course is designed to the technicians who are engaged in Conservation and
Restoration of Traditional Architecture in the region. The total number of
participants is no more than 20. The deadline of application is: July 20, 2011.
Contacts: Ms. Chenyu WU, Tel: +86 (0) 512 67552106

3rd Training Course on Conservation and Development of
Historic Cities and Towns to Be Open in April 2012

The 3% Training course on Conservation and Development of Historic Cities
and Towns is to be open in mid April 2012 in Shanghai. The 10-day course
mainly covers: conservation principles of historic cities and towns, analysis
and documentation of heritage sites, heritage sites management and
monitoring, sustainable tourism of heritage sites. cultural heritage conservation
and town planning and management, etc. with a combination of theoretical
training and case study on field trip. The course opens to technicians working
at cultural heritage sites (including world natural and cultural heritage sites)
and those in tentative lists, and administrative department in historical and
cultural cities, towns and villages at all levels(Priority will be given to those
with at least 3 years of working experience in cultural heritage management).
The total number of participant will be 15 to 20. Application deadline: March
15th 2012.(please refer to www.whitr-ap.org for more information about the
training course)

Cooperation on Youth Promotion Activities between
WHITRAP Shanghai and CWI

Since 2011, with an aim to spark the interest in the heritage among the youth
and enhance their awareness of conserving heritage, WHITRAP Shanghai has
conducted collaboration with China Welfare Institute (CWTI) to develop a
series of promotion activities with the theme of “Inheritance and Conservation
of Cultural Heritage”. In April. “the Shanghai Children Network Essay
Competition: I love you China—stories during my journey™ was jointly
launched by Shanghai center and CWT; Besides, the two will also cooperate on
heritage knowledge columns on two children’s magazines of “Activities of
Young Pioneers” and “Children Time”, fo promote knowledge about cultural
heritage in a scientific and systematic way.
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Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui - Xidi and Hongcun
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Nomination: Ancient Villages in
Southern Anhui - Xidi and Hongcun
Category: Cultural Landscape
Location: Province Anhui, China
Date of Inscription: 2000

Criteria: (iii)(iv)(v)

irst built during the Northern SongDynasty
F (960-1127), Xidi Village boasts a history
of over 900 years, as originally a compact
community of the families with the surname
Hu. The boat-shaped village is surrounded by
mountains. Two rivers also run through the
village and the streets and lanes are built
alongside these rivers and paved with
bluestones. The ancient buildings are simple
but elegant, and are mostly wooden structures
with brick outer walls. It now has 124 old
residential houses and three ancestral temples
of the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911)
dynasties, as well as the Lingyun Pavilion. the
Provincial Governor's Pailoo, the Ruiyu
Courtyard. the Taoli (Peach and Plum) Garden,
the Dongyuan (East) Garden, the Xiyuan
(West) Garden, the Tai Fu Tai Mansion, the
Jing'ai (Reverence) Ancestral Temple, the Lufu
Hall, the Qing-yun House and the Yingfu Hall.
Every house with its magnificent courtyard and
exquisite garden is rare among the ancient folk
dwellings of China.The three-bay and
five-storey pailoo of the Provincial Governor
Hu Wenguang, supported on four pillars, was
built in 1578 or the sixth year of the reign of
Emperor Wanli of the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644), and symbolizes the prominent
status of the Hu Family. In the middle of the
village is a hall named "Lufutang Hall." Dating
back to the reign of Emperor Kangxi of the
Qing Dynasty (1662 - 1722), the hall is known
for its elegant decoration and scholarly
atmosphere.

Hongcun Village, with a history of 800 years,
was first built during the Shaoxi reign of the
Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279) and was
originally the compact community of the
families surnamed Wang. With back against
Yangzhan Mountain Range and Leigang Hill,
this old village is at a high altitude, always
colorful and flourishing, combined with the
perennial mist and clouds as a backdrop. Just
like a landscape painting, blending the natural
sceneries with the humanistic landscapes, the
Hongcun Village is praised as “A Village in
Chinese Painting” Its ox-like layout is even
regarded as a miracle of the historical and
architectural heritages in the world today. The
village was designed by a fengshui master fo
resemble an ox: the verdant Leigang Hill as the
'head', two huge trees on the hill as the 'horns',
regularly-arranged residences in the village as
the 'body', a stream as the 'intestines' which
winded its way to a crescent pond as the

'stomach’ and finally flow into South
Lake (also man-made), as the
“abdomen”, at the southern end of the
village. In later times, four bridges were
built across the rivers and brooks that
surround the village, and that is how the
ox acquired its four legs. This water
system not only provides villagers with
running water for fighting fires, but also
helps to maintain a mild temperature in
the region. Above all, it gives the village
dwellers easy access to clean water that
can be used for daily life and work. To
quote a Chinese saying, "when washing
clothes or drawing water, one does not
have to go out of one's way to faraway
brooks and rivers, for there are clear
springs flowing by the door of each
household.”

If now preserves more 140 ancient
buildings of the Ming and Qing dynasties
(1368-1911). all of which are in a simple
and solemn style, such as Chengzhi
House, Jingxiu House, Dongxian House,
Sanli House, Xuren House and mansions
of South Lake Academy.

Remarks from the World Heritage
Committee:

The two traditional villages of Xidi and
Hongcun preserve to a remarkable extent
the appearance of non-urban settlements
of a type that largely disappeared or was
transformed in the 19th century. Their
street plan, their architecture and
decoration, and the integration of houses
with comprehensive water systems are
unique surviving examples.
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