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frina Bokowa

Hoen om July 12th, 1952, Bulgerian
Mis. Bolova has devered berself o the
transition io Buropesn integrution. As
Founder and Chairperson of the
European Paliey Fonam, she worked
1o vercome divisions im Burope and
promente the values of dialoguoe,
diwersity, buman dignity, and rights.
I Mowvember 2009, Trina Bokova was
edected as the tenth Director-General
af UNESCO for o four-year term, She
is the firsl femnale to bead UNESCO.
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UNESCO Director-General Visits WHITRAP (Shanghai)

On 20 May 2010, UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova, in
the company of Mr. Du Yue, the Deputy Secretary-General of
the Wational Commission of the People's Republic of China for
UIWESCO, paid a visit to the Shanghai Centre of World Heritage
Institute of Training and Research for the Asia and the Pacific
Region (WHITRAP) during her vigit to the 2010 World Expo
for "UUNESCO Week". After listening to the work report of
WIITRAF (Shanghai), Ms. Irina Bokova delivered a keynote
speech in Shanghai Centre.

Prof. Pei Gang, President of Tongji University, met with Ms.
Irina Bokova and held a lunch to welcome her. Then Prof. Wu
Jiang, Vice President of Tongji University, and Mr. Zhou Jien,
Director of WHITRAP (Shanghal), accompanied her to
WHITRAP (Shanghai), and presented a work report of the Centre,
The report, which highlights the objectives and functions of
WHITRAP as a Category || institute under the auspices of
UNESCO, as well as the achievements since its establishment,
iz composed of four parts concerning (he institule’s process of
development, operational mechanisms, achievements, and
development planning for the future, respectively. In his report
Prof. Wu Jiang elaboraled on the achievements the institule has
miade in terms of research areas, heritage education and discipline
comstruction, training programs and academic exchange, and
international programs and information and decument collection.
Ms. Bokova said she was very impressed and hoped the instinte
would further exert positive influence on imtemational and regional
exchange and collaboration, particularly in the Asia- Pacific region,
and make more contributions in the field of World Heritage
Conservation.

Later Ms. Bokova delivered a keynote speech on the topic of
"Building the Relevance of UNESCO: Education, Culture and
Science for Development”. Reviewing the mission of UNESCO,
she also indicated the challenges ahead and the efforts needed.
Her passion and humor were warmly appreciated by the asdience.

After the speech, Prof. Wu Jllang presented Ms. Bokova with
the dises and publications of the work done by the Centre since
its eatahlishment on behalf of WHITRAP (Shanghai).
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From March 29 to 31, 2010, the Annual Meeting of Historic City
Planning Academnic Committes of Urbun Planning Society of China
(UPSC) was held in Tangjiawan town, Zhuhai, The theme of the
meeling was "one-year anniversary of the promulgation of
Regulation on the Protection of Famous Historical and Cultural
Cities, Towns and Villages™, All participants focused on reviewing
the progress, achievements and problems in the conservation of
historic cities, towns, and villages.

From April 10 to 11, 2000, the 5th Forum of Chinese Cultural
Heritage Conservation was held in Wuoxi. Over 100 people from
different cultural hetitage conservation departments and research
institutes in China participated in this forum. Participants had
broad and in-depth discussions about "Conservation of Cultural
Landscape Heritage".

OnAgpril 14, 2010, 2 7.1 magnitude earthquake struck Yishu County
in Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province. The
earthquake made great damages to the parts of cultural heritage
sites located in Shiqu, Dege, and Baiyu Counties in Ganzi Tibetan
Autonomons Prefecture, Sichuan Province, Sichuan Province
Cultural Office accessed the extent of the damage and determined
how to go about saving and repairing the heritage with relevant
departments immediately.

From April 19 to 23, 2010, the UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop
on the second circle of periodic reporting on the implemeantation
of the World Heritage Convention for the Asia and the Pacific
Region was organized by the WHC, the Chinese Mational
Commission For UNESCO, and the MOHURD in Taiyuan, Shari.
Representatives of the WHC, the Beijing and Banghkok UNESCO
offices, [COMOS, TUCH, ICCROM, and twenty-six representatives
of thirteen East Asian and Southeast Agian countries attended the
workshop, The workshop mainly focused on the statement of
Outstanding Universal Value in periodic reporting and briefly
discussed the authenticity and integrity of heritage and difficulties

in management.

From May 28 to 30, 2010, the 47th International Federation of
Landscape Architects (IFLA) World Congress was held in Suzhou,
China. Fifty-two IFLA member states and landscape architecture
professionals from different countries participated and discussed
in detuil the theme "Harmony and Prosperity - Traditional Inheritance
and Sustainable Development™, At the same time, several exhibitions
and forums about landscape architecture, cullure, and natural
heritage i China were also held during the Congress.

O June 11, 2000, the 2nd Session of WHITRAP Govemning Board
Meeting was held in Tongji University. The meeting reviewed
the achievements of WHITRAP during the last two years, and
focused on the discussion of the future development plan of
WHITRAP, with an in-depth analysis on the chanlleges and
opportunities for the development.
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Macao Historic Urban Landscape
G iom Flesearch was undestak
amd completed by Shenghai Tengji
Urban Planning and Design [nstitute,
It was one of the important topics in
Macao Master Planning of Urban
Design Research which was
2 i e L o <t For
Transpaort amd Pubfic Weris (Macau
SAR) and undertaken by the Urban
Planning Society of China (UPSC) in
2009,
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Urban Planning, Tomgji University
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Macao Historic Urban Landscape Conservation Research

: _'_ An increasing number of historic urban
lundscapes in World Heritage historic areas have
faced damage since the 1990z, Due to the
importance of the Historic Centre of Macao
and tremendous development pressure, the World
Heritage Committee noted in 2008 that the
development of high-rise buildings around the
Historic Centre of Macao threatens the
authenticity and integrity of the city's heritage;
the SAR Government was asked to take
uppropriate measures.

Macae Historic Urban Landscape Conservation
Research is based on investigating Macao's
historic landscape resources and the challenges
in conservation currenthy being faced; the project
will start with and focus on the Historic Centre
of Macao, which was inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2005, [t will review cutting-
edge international ideas about historic urban
landscape conservation on how to reasonably
guide the modemization needs of historic areas
while establishing a comprehensive system of
conservation measures and ensuring the
conservation and permanenee of World Cultural
Heritage im Macan,

The Vienna Memorandum points out: "The
historic urban landscape scquires its exceptional
and universal significance from a gradual
evolutionary, as well as planned territorial
development over a relevant period of time
through processes of wrbanization, incorporating
environmental and topographic conditions and
expressing economic and socio-cultural values
pertaining to socicties. As such, protection and conservation of
the historic urban landscape comprises the individual monuments
to be found in protection registers, as well as ensembles and their
zipnificant connections, physical, functional and visual, material
and associative, with the historic typologies and morphologies, "
Macao Historic Urban Landscape Conservation Rezearch focuses
on the situation of high-intensity development and construction
in Macao and starts from the visual connection between World
Cultural Heritage and its broader surroundings. The research
proposes the design management sirategies of overall style control
in historic areas, building height regulation, and landscape
conservation, and the establishment of a landscape management
system for landscape impact assessment and beautiful landscape
awards, so that the characteristics of the historic urban landscape
of Macao can be maintained and the conservation of the outstanding
universal value of World Cultural Heritage amid rapid development
can be ensured.

Macao Historic Urban Landscape Conservation Research discusses
the strategy of conservation management for World Cultural
Heritage and Historic Areas respectively. It also fully considers
the actual issues about guality of living environment of Macao
residents, tourism development and hetitage conservation, and
proposed comprehensive development strategies for cultural tourism
and creative indugtries.
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Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go and
Gokaysma wine macribed on Warkl Herdlage:
List it 1995 based on Criterts iv s v, Located
In - mecsmaineus regiom that was cut off freen
the rest of the warld for 2 kong period of time,
these villages with their Gassho-style houses
subsisted on the cultivation of mulberry trees
and the rearing of silkworme. The lage bouses
with their sleeply pitched thetched roofs are
the only examples of their kind in Japan,
Despite coomomnic aphesvals, the villages of
Ogimachi, Ainokurn and Sogenuma are
outstanding examples of a traditional way of
lific perfecily sdapied to the envirompent asd
people's social and econenle cireumitances,
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This article is excetpted from KOMG Pieg,
2008, Ph.D. disscriation oo "Social Qualily in
the: Froeess of Living Heilage Conservation”,
TU Dl the Netherlands,
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Social Conservation of Ogimachi Village, Japan
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Being a World Heritage Site, Ogimachi village welcomes nearly
1.4-1.5 million visitors per year within a district of 45.6 ha. The
main problems cansed by mass tourism in Ogimachi village
inglude litters, risk of fire, traffic and parking, leading to a
deterioration of the physical environment, and disturbance of
residents’ privacy, abandoning fammiand and commercial industries,
resulting in the degradation of social quality. However, Ogimachi
village achieved a certain balance between tourists' requirements
and soctal quality through higher levels of antonomous engagement
of local residents, who play an essential role and take different
actions in line with the governmental legal framework.

Az designated as "Imponiant Preservation District for Cultural
Properties”, traditional residences, historic structures and the
surrounding landscape are regarded az one valuable entity for
preservation (Article 142 of the Law for Protection of Cultural
Properties, enacted in August, 1950 and revised in July 1975).
The applied Law sets very strict regulations with regards to
changes and modifications of the facade, form and land-use as
well as other tangible components attached to the settlement in
order to present its complete and harmonious values, such as
trees, fences, pardens, vards, routes, walls and stairs. Meanwhile
subsidies are available for restoration and repairs of the mentioned
elements and corresponding punishment for any vicolations. The
national lew implemented by the Board of Education laid down
a firm basis for the preservation of physical environment,

The participation of local residents in the conservation of Ogimachi
village relies on its unigue social system composed of various
cooperative social associations, In "Association for the Profection
of the Natural Environment of Shirakawa-go Ogimachi Village"
{APNESOV), there are 25 representatives, 4 to 5 are from the
national government, local authorities and companies, the rest
are local residents, They represent residents living in different
neighborhoods, the women's association, the young men's
asgociation, association of (Gassho-style houses' owners, the
aszociation of local products and souvenir shops, and the
association of Minshuku,

The various associations improve the sense of participation and
control of their home environment. The local associations offered
diverse job opportunitics and responsibilities fior residents, who
could participate in the conservation as well as tourism
development in an active way and achieve high cconomic security,
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Advanced professional development courses in heritage
management at Port Arthur

The Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority and Institute
for Professional Practice in Heritage and the Arts (IPPHA) will
hold two professional development advanced short comrses. The
courses will provide an unparalleled opportunity for participants
to build advanced skills while getting to know two of Australia's
most outstanding heritage sites (the Port Arthur and Coal Mincs
Historic Sites). The course will be taught by a team of highly-
regarded heritage professionals including Professor Sharon Sullivan,
the Honorable Dr Barry Jones, Joan Domicelj, Kristal Buckley,
Dr Jane Harrington and Michael Pearson. They will also be offered
az topics in the cultural and environmental heritage stream of the
Graduate Program in the Liberal Arts at the Australian Mational
University.

The advanced professional development short courses are:

# World Heritage: Conserving Cultural Heritage Values (Tuly 5-
9, 2010 at Port Arthur)

# Best Practice in Managing Heritage Places (September 27-
Oetober 1, 2010 at Port Arthur)

International Training Course on Disaster Risk Management
of Cultural Heritage 2010 will be launched in Kyoto

From September 13-26, 2010, The Rescarch Center for Disaster
Mitigation of Urban Cultural Heritage, Ritsumeikan University,
Eyoto, Japan is organizing the 5th International Training Course
on Disaster Risk Management of Cultural Heritage,

This session will start from the assessment of risk and damage to
reconstruction after disaster, and will also bring forward the
challenges of enpaging various stakeholders at the local, national,
regional as well as international levels for protecting cultural
heritage during such severe situations,

The earthquake that occurred in Haiti on 12 January 2010 has once
again shown that cultural heritage is highty vulnerable to natural
disasters such as earthquake and fire. In the light of this fact, this
yvear's training course will focus on emergency response to and
long-term recovery of wooden and composite cultural heritage
from damage by earthquake and fire.

Suhb-regional training workshop on the second cyele of the
periodic reporting in Asia and the Pacific

From Iune 2-5, 2000, the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, in
cooperation with Indian National Commission for UNESCO,
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), and the relevant Field
Ofttices of UNESCO, is organizing a sub-regional traming workshop
on the Second Cycle of the Periodic Reporting in Asia and the
Pacific in Dehradun, India.

The objectives of the workshop are:

+ To present and explain o the national Focal Points, the
process and new format of the Periodic Report;

# To mobilize active participation of States Parties for the
Periodic Reporting exercise in fraining of site managers at national
and/ or sub-regional levels;

# To provide puidance to the States Parties on drafting
Statements of Ouistanding Universal Value for properties inscribed
on the World Heritage List in the region; and

# To promote regional cooperation through exchange of
information and experience in the implementation of the Werld
Heritage Comvention.

WHTRAP [Shanghai] Mewslstter | Mo, 14 June 2010 | Training | 25 I 5
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As a pioneering work in the history of the
‘Woeld Expe, the Urban Best Practices Area
{LJBPA) has heen 'h:.gjhly praised for its
innevative meanings and demonstrative value,
Biest practices for enbancing the guality of life
in cities all ower the world are shown in defail
of the UBPA.
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The Urban Best Practices Area (UBPA) :
Witnessing the Regeneration of Industrial Buildings
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Being the first World Expo on the theme of the city, the 2010
World Expo unvedls an expanse of urban areas within the Shanghai
metropolis. A 15-hectare area known as the Urban Best Practices
Area (UBPA) is recognized as a cornucopia of wisdom and
expetience from 30 cities around the world on their visions of
firture urban life, showing all kinds of innovative ideas about the
urban development process,

The UBPA is divided into four exhibition fields, namely Livable
Cities, Sustainable Urbanization, Protection and Utilization of
Historical Heritage, and Technological Innovation in the Built
Environment. Sixty percent of the total building area has been
transformed from existing industrial buildings.

Due to their large stroctures, industrial buildings can be easily
adapted into pavilions. The renovetion and utilization of these
old structures makes possible the elfective preservation of history
and collective memory in the region, and helps to reduce
construction waste, conforming not only with the philosophy of
"going green”, but also adding to the unique elements of local
culture and landscapes.

The Future Pavilion, for example, was converted from the main
house of Nanshi Power Plant. Covering a total area of over 30,000
square meters, the 8-story pavilion is the first three-star green
building in China that has heen converted from an old factory
building, Embracing the principle of "Regencration”, designers
retained the building's distinctive elements such as the four giant
fly ash separators on the roof] the graded power bouses, and the
gigantic chimney. In addition, the original propottiens of the
building and the grey hue of its surface are preserved, The concrete
part above the strip of windows was replaced by concise glass
decorations; meanwhile, a sightseeing corridor looking onto the
Huangpu River is arranged within a section of the east facade.
In this way, the simple and crude style of the industrial building
perfectly combines with the exquisiteness and transparency created
by the glass walls, exhibiting a brilliant fusion of solemnness and
lightness, history and modernity. In addition, much of the other
equipment in the Future Pavilion has been preserved, such as old
pipes, antigue bicycles, and trusses, all of which not only refresh
people's memory of the old days, but also connect the past, present,
and future,

According to experts, the protection and utilization of industrial
hentage ensures the sustainable development of cities - an excellent
example of "better city, better life". The ideaz proposed in the
UPBA also provide us with a blueprint for cities in the future,
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EXPO 2010 Shamghai Chine Frrums:
o Smenmit Forome

Urban Ennovmticn and Sustzmshls
Development.
Six Theme Forusms:

ICT e Uvtan Dewelopment
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The Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration Fotum, the second
theme forum at the 2010 World Expo, was held on June 12th and
13th in Suzhou. Co-organized by the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, the Ministry of Culture, the Shanghai 2010
Waorld Expo Executive Committee, UNESCO and Suzhou Mumicipal
Government, the two-day forum attracted 800 participants from
all aver the world to discuss contemporary challenges to cultural
heritage and urban regeneration, and led to some realistic and
practical policies,

A plenary session, six parallel sessions, and a closing plenary made
up the forum, which lasted for one and a half days. LT Wawei ,
Deputy Chairman of the National CPPCC; SHAN Jixiang, Director
of the SACH; DU Weiming, Director of the Institute for Advanced
Studies in Humanities at Peking University and researcher at
Harvard University; and Paul ANDREL, French Architect gave
keynote speeches during the first day’ s plenary session, with topics
such as Creative industry: Innovation and Practice of urban culture,
Improve citics with Cultural Heritage, The Role of Traditional
Culture in the Process of Urbanization, and Contempaorary
Architecture and Historic Urban Preservation, respectively.

The forum also included breakoul sessions where discussions and
speeches were held on six topics. They were, respectively: Tangible
Cultural Heritage Protection, Integration and Co-cxistence of
Diverse Urban Cultures, Urban Cultural Innovation and Practice,
Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection, Cross-Cultural
Communication, and Dialogue and Cultural Ecology.

During the forum, Suzhou proposed to set up an alliance and jointly
issued, with about other 20 historic cities around the world, the
Dieclaration for the Establishment of the Historical Cities Alliance
— Suzhou Outlook, myiting more cultural cities to join in preserving
their historic and cultural significance in today's sociely. The
declaration, aiming to protect world heritage, advocated that more
efforts be made for the preservation of the dignity of cultural
heritage, maintenance of regional characteristics end respect for
national traditions, exploration of methods of effective protection
and organic regeneration, and promaotion of communication and
cooperation among historical cities.

WHITRAP (Shangihal) Mewslstter | Mo, 14 June 2010 | Heritage Spotiight | ﬁ]ﬁzﬁ]{ﬂ ?



FE FEWRR kAT R E R
W, EEA SRR,

Mote: Lu Mountain and Walai Mountain in
Chiza were nominated for Matural and Culbrs]
Wiorkd Heritage, bt were amended into the
walegory of Cultursl Landscipe.

ERE R UGS
Prioto Source: Hangzhow Xin Museum

5 B IS A\ B B

Countdown for the Inscription of West Lake on the World Heritage List
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West Lake has become renowned as the first site in China that
iz applying for World Heritage stanes in the category of "Cultural
Landscape”, 2010 is & crucial year for the West Lake application,
which has been in progress since its initiation in 2007, Presently,
the renovations of the "Ten Views of West Lake", cultural relics,
and the surrounding environment have been almost finished. The
renovations of the outside surfaces of Shangri-La Hotel and
Huabei Hotel, and the Irl.uldmgs in Baopu Tacist Temple are still
underway. Thc nomination text has alrcady been submitted to
the World Heritage Center for an initial examination by UNESCO,
and a specific timetable for the West Lake nomination has been
proposed as follows:

End of August or September, 20010
World Heritage Center will entrust ICOMOS to select a non-

Chinese expert to carry out a on-gite evaluation for West Lake.

End of October, 2010

An evaluation report will be issued by this expert and later
submitted to ICOMOS headquarters. Meanwhile, ICOMOS will
also invite a group of experts to make an anonymous written
evaluation, secking advice on the nominated projects,

December, 2010

ICOMOS will hold a small-scale meeting and make a preliminary
evaluation. If the expertz can reach a consensus on the value of
the nomination, even if some questions related to protection and
management remain, they will notify Hangzhou and request
supplementary information by the end of Februaty, 2011,

May, 2011
ICOMOS will hold & conference, have collective discussions,
and vote from a professional perspective for all the nominations.
There are four possible verdicts: 1) to agree to inscribe the
property in the World Heritage List; 2) to require that the property
be re-nominated (Le., the value of the property would be confirmed,
but the information related to protection and management are
incomplete, and thus supplementary information is needed); 3)
to withdraw the property and require a re-application (i.e., when
the values are nod clearly stated, and the application is not simply
vetoed, the property has to apply again based on the legal process);
4) to veto the property.

June or July, 2011

The 35th Annual Session of the World Heritage Committes will
be held in Bahrain, at which time 21 member states will review
and vote on all the nominations.

If the nominated projects meet at least one of the six criteria for
Ouistanding Universal Value (OUWV), the nomination will be
successful, This would be good news for the inscription of West
Lake in the World Heritage List, since it has already met four
criteria afier assessment, including values of communication and
influence, modeling effects, interaction between human beings
and the environment, and spirits and culture, respectively. West
Lake will be provided additional opportunities due to a one-year
postponement of the Silk Road application, which was originally
planned to be nominated in 20110,
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MNominations of properties for inscription on the World Heritage
List should be prepared in accordance with the format! |, which
includes the following sections and requirements:

1. ldentification of the Property

The bounderies of the property being proposed shall be clearly
defined, unambiguously distinguishing between the nominated
property and any buffer zone (when present).

2. Description of the Property

The Description of the property shall include the identification of
the property, and an overview of its history and development. The
History and Development of the property shall describe how the
property has reached itz present form and the significant changes
that it has undergone,

3. Justification for Inscription

This section shall indicate the World Heritage criteria under which
the property is proposed, together with a clearly stated argument
for the use of cach criterion. Based on the criteria, a proposed

Staternent of Cutstanding Universal Value of the property prepated
by the State Party shall make clear why the property is considered

to merit inscription on the World Heritage List. A comparative
analyzis? of the property in relation to similar properties shall also
be provided. Statements of integrity and/or authenticity shall be
included.

4, State of conservation and factors affecting the property

This section shall include aceurate information on the present stale
of conservation of the property (including information on its
phivsical condition of the property and conservation measures in
place). It shall also include a description of the fectors affecting
the property (including threats).

5. Protection and management

Protection: Section 5 shall include the list of the legislative,
regulatory, contrectual, planning, institutional and’ or traditional
measures most relevant to the protection of the property and provide
a detailed analyzis of the way in which this protection actually
operales.

Management: An appropriate management plan or other
management system is essential and shall be provided in the
nomination. Assurances of the effective implementation of the
management plan or other management system are also expected.

6. Monitoring

States Parties shall include the key indicators proposed to measure
and assezs the state of conservation of the property, the factors
affecting it, conservation measures at the property, the periodicity
of their examination, and the identity of the responsible authorities,

7. Documentation
All necessary documentation to substantiate the nomination shall

be provided. In addition to what iz indicated above, this shall
include photographs, 35 mm slides, image inventory and photograph
wuthorization form. The text of the nomination shall be transmitted
in printed form as well as in ¢lectronic format (Diskette or CD-
Raom).

8. Contact Information of responsible authorities

Detailed contact information of responsible authorities shall be
provided.

9. Signature on behalf of the State Party

The nomination shall conclede with the original signature of the
official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party.

{Source: Opermticnal Caidelines for the Imph
WHC. 0801, Jazmary 2008)

ion of World Heritage Comvention,

WHITRAP (Shanghail Newsistter | No, 14 June 2010 | Knawiedge of Workd Hertage | 188 FZ413R 9



MBI A S0 8 E AR

W

In Lusatigg Pratang, more than fifty dtsinetive
temples and pagodas bear witness (o the
profound impact of Buddhizm in Leas. Tho
Buddhist temples in Luang Prabang
demonsirate the Jocals' observamce of the
Buddhist relighon and culture, which sre very
mmportant 1 locals, Simwlianeously, there are
public assembly areas for holding Buddist
ceremenics and for use as cultural and
educational centres.

whe.unesco,org

HRFNHLFE

Town of Luang Prabang

EfBRpLES MU TEMMRG, BEX
HH#FRAHS0ELE, REHAFRTE
M—riN. BE4EE—TEENHE, BH
MM EAR R ER.

BB ES DL, RBEHEE
FR——HERTEREELASEMIIIET
MRHEARE, dE28ENEMTH, H
BREFNIZREHRSEILAEH. ChE
THRHAATENFERABRET EHRY
MR, BEMERNFEE—.

EHERNYECTRANETANES
WF, BaTnFER, BARERRETRE
B, "ERBEEMARNENEE. BER
HrZdEEE. BhEhE.

ERANGTE. B ERLAZEER
MAEEE TRMEN, STHgeR SRE
REBHAAMEEN. RPEETEERS
#, HEEERPREF, SEIZSELERA
FxE. BEAFMMTFRENEREFNE, A
BRABFTLIEBRE. EEmmE, B
IWhHENEEREMEARRFERN THFRY

e

RHESHETIVSERRNATHRSES
HiuffammitR o e#-s8, RSl
¥t =4 e (i) (iv) (V) =T

i 2 A £ IR IE DS

ROEA SR IHEE0MERNER
S 2 A O 0 R SR 2 M T 5 D 4 A Y 2R
HitE. ERENARRETSRE, AT
PE A 3 BR T B o Sk Y BE AR E S Y SR
B,

Luang Prabang is located on the Mckong riverbank, about 500
km away from Vientiane, the capital of Laos. It iz one of oldest
cities in Laos and has been the capital of every dynasty in Laos
throughout the thousand-year history of the country.

Luang Prabang is the centre of Buddhism in Laos. Luang Prabang's
roval temple, Wat Xieng Thong, is located in the town at the
junction of the Mekong and Mam Khan rivers gnd was an exclusive
roval temple in the past. It served as the roval ancestral temple
and Prabang (Golden Buddha) was worshiped there. It also
condenses and integrates the ancient temple architecture of Luang
Prabang and represents the typical Lao architecture style. Wat
Xieng Thong is one of the most beautiful temples in Laos.

The Lao National Muszeum is located on the eastern bank of the
Mekong River under Phu 5i Hill in Luang Prabang, Originally,
the last royal family lived in the palace, which was built during
the French colonial period. The palace wag later converted into
a national museumn, The building itself features a mixture of French
beaux arts styles and traditional Lao motifs.

Every lemple, pagoda, house and historic building from the French
colonial period adds to the unigue charm of Luang Prabang. A
simple lifestyle, an intact ecosystem, and limited commercial
development are the special characteristics of Luang Prabang.
Furthermore, there are sirict regulations for development and
environment conservation in Luang Prubang, and all the architecture
can not be demolished, renovated, or reconstructed without
permission. Therefore, Luang Prabang is recognized as the Southeast
Asian city that best preserves the traditional and colonial styles.

Luang Prabang was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1995
on the basiz of criteria (ii), (iv) and (v).

Remarks from the World Heritage Committee:

Luang Prabang iz an outstanding example of the fusion of
traditional architecture and Lao urban structures with those built
by the European colonial authorities in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Itz unigue, remarkably well-preserved fownscape illustrates a key
stage in the blending of these two distinct cultural fraditions.,
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Temple of Heaven
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Temple of Heaven L

The Temple of Heaven, situated in the Chongwen district of Beljing,
was the place where emperors paid homage to heaven and prayed
for bumper harvests during the Ming and Qing dynasties. First built
in the 18th year of the Yongle reign of the Ming dynasty, it occupies
an area of 273 hectares. It is not only China's best-preserved ancient
building complex for the consecration of heaven, but the largest
building group of this nature in the world,

The artistic and architectural technigque of the Ming and Qing dynasties
reached its zenith in the design and construction of the Temple of
Heaven. The Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests and the Imperial
Heavenly Vault are both wooden structures, circular in plan and
colossal in size. Their perfect designs and exquisite workmanship
are unparzllieled in ancient Chinese architecture, The many trees on
the temple grounds were deliberately planted to create an environment
where man and nature exist in harmony, The Temple of Heaven is
the most outstanding example of imperial ritual and ceremonial
buildings, and the best object for the study of ancient Chinese
architecture and the concept of the ecological environment in the
ancient days.

The Temple of Heaven was inscribed on the World Heritage List in
1998 on the basis of criteria (i), {ii) and (iii):

Criterion (i}: The Temple of Heaven i a masterpicce of architecture
and landscape design which simply and graphically illustrates a
cosmogony of great importence for the evolution of one of the world's
great civilizations.

Criterion (fi): The symbolic layout and design of the Temple of
Heaven had a profound influence on architecture and planning in
the Far East over many centuries.

Criterion (iii): For more than two thonsand vears China was ruled
by a series of feudal dynasties, the legitimacy of which is symbolized
by the design and layout of the Temple of Heaven,

Remarks from the World Heritage Committee:

The Temple of Heaven, founded in the first hall of the 15th century,
is a dignified complex of fine cult buildings set in gardens and
surrounded by historic pine woods, Tn ite overall lapout and that of
its individual! buildings, it symbolizes the relationskip between earth
and heaven - the human world and God's world - which stands at
the heart of Chinese cosmogony, and also the special role playved
by the emperors within thar relationship.,
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