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Background:

After an earthquake caused
significant damage in Wenchuan,
Sichuan Province, concern regarding
the post-quake reconstruction of the
World Heritage site of Dujiangyan
has grown. How should its natural,
cultural and historic features be
highlighted in the context of urban
space and morphology? How should
tourism be revived and developed
while still protecting and preserving
the site's historic and cultural
heritage? Discussions and research
by domestic and foreign experts have
focused on these questions.

Host:

The Architecture and Heritage
Bureau of the Ministry of Culture
and Communication (France) ;
The Municipal Government of
Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province
(China) ;

Tongji University
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The International Seminar on Dujiangyan's Post-earthquake Reconstruction
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The International Seminar on Dujiangyan's Post-earthquake
Reconstruction, Constructing an International Tourist Resort-
City, Country and World Heritage, was held in Dujiangyan from
July 19 to 21, 2009. Seventeen experts, scholars, and government
officials from France, Canada, and China gave presentations
during the seminar.

After an interactive discussion and field visit to the reconstruction
site, all the participants agreed that reconstruction should be
implemented in accordance with the modern living needs of
local inhabitants as well as the natural balance between mountains,
rivers, fields and vegetation. Furthermore, they agreed that it
is crucial to respect the residents' lifestyles, preserve the traditional
dimensions and characteristics of the urban and rural regions,
integrate both transitional culture and the modern city, and balance
tourism and the needs of residents, while preserving its unique
cultural features and making the city of Dujiangyan an international
tourist destination. Based on these principles, the Dujiangyan
recommendation was developed for post-quake reconstruction,
the development of rural regions, and the conservation of the
world heritage site.

The Dujiangyan Recommendation:
1. The Post-quake Reconstruction of the City (text omitted)
II. The Construction and Development of Rural Areas
(text omitted)
II1. World Heritage Conservation

a) Be fully aware of the importance of World Heritage at Mt.
Qingcheng and Dujiangyan World Heritage in the protection
of the regional ecological environment, biological diversity, and
human life and demands, as well as the site's uniqueness in the
global cultural system. For the sake of its protection, this World
Heritage must be sustained.

b) Understand the inseparable relationship between a city and
its world heritage. Heritage protection should not only include
the World Heritage of "Mt. Qingcheng and Dujiangyan," but
also the historic blocks, vernacular dwellings, temples, industrial
heritage, and other types of cultural and natural heritage, such
as forests, mountain ranges, and rivers. Integrate the value of
heritage with the development of urban and rural areas and their
tourism industry.

¢) Improve tourism development at world heritage sites by
advocating that tourists interact and co-exist with local residents,
thus avoiding over-commercialization and the loss of local
lifestyles.

d) Uphold the profound cultural connotations of world heritage,
and promote the expansion of this district from a traditional eco-
summer resort to an international entertainment and holiday
center, as well as from a religious pilgrimage site to a high-
quality cultural site, thus enabling more benefits from the world
heritage.
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From July 22 to 24, 2009, the Sino-French Seminar on the
Preservation and Development of Pingyao Ancient City was held
in Pingyao, Shanxi Province. During the seminar, WHITRAP
(Shanghai), the Construction Department of Shanxi Province, and
the local government of Pingyao signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for the preservation, management and restoration
of the site in Pingyao.

From Sept. 26 to 28, 2009, the Seminar on Advancing Sustainable
Tourism at Cultural and Natural Heritage Sites was held at the
World Heritage Site of Mogao Caves, China. The Seminar's overall
objective is to develop recommendations for amendments to the
World Heritage Operational Guidelines to comprehensively
integrate best practice tourism management with the management
processes of the World Heritage Convention. These amendments
will be submitted to the June 2010 meeting (34COM). Dr. ZHANG
Yanhua, Director of the Research Unit of WHITRAP (Shanghai),
participated in the seminar.

From Sept. 7 to 25 2009, the International Course of Preventive
Conservation: Reducing Risks to Collections was held in Beijing,
China. This course was hosted by ICCROM and the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH), and focused on the
preventive conservation and risk management of museums'
collections. More than 10 participants from the Asia-Pacific region
took the two-week course.

From Sept. 2 to Oct. 2,2009, the International Course of Architectural
Records, Inventories and Information Systems for Conservation
- ARIS09 will be held in Rome, Italy. This course was organized
by the Getty Conservation Institute and ICCROM, designed to
teach the trainees how to use 3D laser scanning and topographic
techniques with architectural records. The course will draw upon
a case study in Rome and develop effective conservation plans
for each of the trainees' home countries.

From Dec. 1 to 3, 2009, the AAHM2009 conference will be hosted
in the World Heritage city of Macao, China, to explore the challenges
and opportunities for achieving meaningful and sustainable
approaches to cultural tourism in historic urban areas. The
conference will analyze conservation and tourism management
in relation to community development and offer methods to develop
new perspectives and approaches related to cultural tourism.

From July. 18 to 27, 2009, the 2009 China International World
Heritage Youth Summer Camp was successfully held at Suzhou
high-tech zone by the Chinese UNESCO National Union,
WHITRAP, and the Chinese Astronomical Society. Over 50
domestic and foreign youths experienced this 10-day summer
camp and won the sixth "Patrimonito" award for their energetic
participation in heritage conservation.

On June 12, 2009, the Lecture on Everlasting Dunhuang Art was
held at Tongji University. It was co-organized by the Creation
and Design Institute of Tongji University, the Oriental Dunhuang
Zen Art Centre and WHITRAP (Shanghai). As a part of the series
of activities designed for the preservation of intangible heritage,
the lecture championed seeking wide participation from citizens
in the preservation and dissemination of traditional culture.

N RSN
WHITRAP (Shanghai) Newsletter | No. 11 Septemiber 2009 | In Focus | %,‘{—i ﬂ"-ﬁ ]E—:,I 2



BE LR IF ALK

Fujian Tulou Conservation Plan
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Located in the southwestern mountain area of Fujian province,
the Tulou architectural complex consists of traditional vernacular
dwellings with distinctive features of regional culture. They
have a complete defensive system, and are suitable for large
families to live together as a community. As an outstanding
example of technology and cultural landscape, Fujian Tulou
reflects the interaction between people and the environment
and has high historical, artistic, scientific and social value.
Since 1999, the government of Yongding County, the government
of Nanjing County, Shanghai Tongji Urban Planning & Design
Institute, the National Research Center for Historic Cities at
Tongji University, and the local villagers have been closely
cooperating with each other to compile and implement the
Fujian Tulou Conservation Plan.

The Conservation Plan took into consideration the rules in the
Law on Cultural Relics Protection, the Operational Guide of
the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural
and Natural Heritage, and the Administrative Measures for the
Protection of World Cultural Heritage. The protection zone and
technical regulations for its management have been formulated
according to the special features and landform conditions of
the old villages. The Plan follows the authenticity principle of
cultural heritage conservation, and strives to maintain the
integrity of the landscape of the Tulou community. Through
architectural preservation, environmental protection and
infrastructure modernization, it promotes the adaptation of
Tulou buildings to the modern lifestyle, realizes the goal of
actively protecting the historical environment, and improves
the sustainable development of the Tulou community.

The Conservation Plan also gave consideration to the
environmental capacity of cultural resources. Based on the
principle of sustainable utilization, it coordinates the relationship
among the development of tourism and resources, protection
of the environment, and the improvement of residents' lives.
By adopting a protection method that combines the improvement
of the overall environment and the renovation of each individual
building, a useful exploration is made into the general protection
of local historical landscapes and regional natural scenery, and
remarkable results are achieved in the protection zone regarding
the improvement of the surrounding environment. The Plan is
not only the main component of the preservation of Tulou
buildings and the improvement of the surrounding environment,
but also an important element in the application for world
heritage status. On July 7th, 2008, at the World Heritage
Conference in Quebec, Canada, Fujian Tulou was officially
inscribed onto the World Heritage List. Moreover, the Fujian
Tulou Conservation Plan won the Award of Distinction in the
2008 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation.

Provided by Prof. ZHANG Song, College of Architecture and Urban Planning
(CAUP), Tongji University

. Chen Jian
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Historic Villasin Vietham to be Saved after State Agrees Not to Sell Them
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(3R : www.propertywire.com)

Hundreds of historic French-style villas built at the height of the
colonial period in Vietnam are to be saved after authorities in
Hanoi decided not to sell them but preserve them instead.

Concerns about the 600 villas in old Hanoi had spread around
the world when the local People's Council announced earlier this
year that is planned to sell them and there were fears they would
be bought by developers who would demolish them and re-build

on the sites.

Critics argued that they were an irreplaceable part of the city's
heritage.

Architects called for them to be classified into those that ought
to be maintained, those that need to be updated and those that
will have to be re-built.

Deputy President of Viet Nam Architecture Association Hoang
Dao Kinh said French colonial villas were original architecture
that brought beauty to areas where they were built.

"We fear the former French colonial quarter will disappear and
with it part of the capital city's special character," he said.

Council officials said that at least 260 are expected to be protected.
They will not be sold but preserved instead.

The rest of the villas will be classed and either preserved as well.

But some that are in a particularly dilapidated state will face

demolition.

A spokesman said that of the 206 villas already identified for

preservation, 45 are rented by companies and 105 are state offices.

Four of them have a total area of over 500 square meters and
four others have already been noted for their special architectural

value.

He added that local people and organisations would work with
local authorities in order to help people renovate buildings in
poor condition, and make best use of the properties.

This follows concerns that those in private hands have had ugly
extension added on and important architectural features destroyed.

According to figures from the city's Department of Natural
Resources and Environment there were 2,000 French style villas
in the late 1980s but by 2008 there were only 1,000 left.

(Source:www.propertywire.com)
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UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage
Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation

The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage
Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation have been established to
recognize the achievement of
individuals and organizations within
the private sector, and the public-private
initiatives, in successfully restoring
structures of heritage value in the region.

This project advances UNESCO's
global strategic objective of "promoting
the drafting and implementation of
standard setting instruments in the field
of culture". Within this global
framework, it builds on the regional
pillar of "localization and empowerment
of the culture profession to develop and
implement standards".
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Winners Announced forthe 2009 UNESCO Asia-Pacific

Heritage Awards
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Sangiin Dalai Monastery in South Gobi Aimaq, Republic of
Mongolia has been honoured with the Award of Excellence in the
2009 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation.

A total of 48 entries, from 14 countries in the region, were submitted
for consideration. The conservation project entries include hotels,
offices, cultural institutions, educational institutions, religious sites,

public institutions, residential buildings and urban districts.

The three Awards of Distinction went to the M24 Midget Submarine
Wreck in Sydney, Australia; the Ali Gohar House in Hunza, Pakistan
and Hanok Regeneration in Bukchon in Seoul, Republic of Korea.

The four Awards of Merit include the Huai Hai Lu 796 in Shanghai,
China; the YMCA Students Branch in Mumbai, India; the
Waterworks Building in Auckland, New Zealand and the Samchuk
Community and Old Market District in Suphanburi, Thailand.

Four Honourable Mentions were also announced. They are the
Academy of Visual Arts (Former Royal Air Force Officers’ Mess)
at Hong Kong Baptist University in Hong Kong SAR, China; the
Heritage Buildings in Cicheng Historic Town in Zhejiang Province,
China; the YWCA Lady Willingdon Hostel in Mumbai, India and
the Tang Family Chapel in Hoi An, Viet Nam.

The 2009 Heritage Awards Jury Commendation for Innovation
was awarded to the Maosi Ecological Demonstration Primary
School (China). The Jury Commendation recognizes newly-built
structures which demonstrate outstanding standards for
contemporary architectural design which are well integrated into
historic contexts. The 2009 Jury Commendation submissions
include four projects (an educational institution, a mausoleum, an
urban district and a residential development) from three countries

in the region.

(Source:www.unescobkk.org)
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On signing the World Heritage
Convention a country becomes a State
Party and pledges to conserve the
cultural and natural heritage within its
borders for present and future
generations.

Once a country has signed the
Convention, it may begin the process
of nominating sites within its borders
for inclusion in the World Heritage List.
The initial proposal for a site to be
nominated may come from a group of
local people, but the nomination must
be transmitted to UNESCO through the
official government authorities. First,
a State Party must decide which sites
to nominate. This process of selection
is often called identification. The
Convention asks State Parties to
establish an inventory of cultural and
natural sites considered to be of
outstanding universal value in their
countries. A selection of sites identified
by a State Party as possible World
Heritage sites should then be submitted
to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre
as a tentative list.
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Source: World Heritage in Young Hands
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The Nomination process of World Heritage
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® A country becomes a State Party by signing the World
Heritage Convention and pledging to protect their cultural
and natural heritage

e i R EH E R LB HRNENEHR
BER

o A State Party prepares a tentative list of cultural
and natural heritage sites on its territory that it
considers to be of outstanding universal value
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®A State Party selects sites from its tentative list for
nomination to the World Heritage List.
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oThe completed nomination form is sent to the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre
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eThe UNESCO World Heritage Centre checks that the
nomination is complete and sends it to [UCN and/or

ICOMOS for evaluation
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eExperts visit sites to evaluate their protection and pre s

management

g' 'ﬁﬁﬂﬁu#ﬁﬁ%%mﬁﬂhﬁﬁﬁ$ﬁmm
T 1T HZ
- = 'ICOMOS and/or [UCN evaluate the nominations using
g the cultural and natural heritage criteria
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*]COMOS and/or [IUCN make an evaluation report
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e The seven members of the World Heritage Bureau
review the nominations and evaluations and make
recommendations to the Committee
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° The final decision by the 21-member World Heritage

Committee inscribed - deferred - rejected
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Overall, the buildings on the site present
a catalogue of the way Buddhist architecture
developed and influenced palace building
in China over more than one millennium.
Mount Wautai, literally, the five terrace
mountain, is the highest mountain in
northern China and is remarkable for its
morphology characterized by precipitous
sides with five open treeless peaks. Temples
have been built on the site since the 1st
century AD to the early 20th century.
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Photos on the front and back page:
Mount Wutai

Source: Bureau of Housing and
Urban-Rural Development of Shanxi
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Mount Wutai
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(Rig: http://whc.unesco.org)
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Mount Wutai Ja

With its five flat peaks, Mount Wutai is a sacred Buddhist mountain.
The cultural landscape numbers 53 monasteries and includes the
East Main Hall of Foguang Temple, the highest surviving timber
Building of the Tang Dynasty with life size clay sculptures. It also
features the Ming Dynasty Shuxiang Temple with a huge complex
of 500 statues representing Buddhist stories woven into three
dimensional pictures of mountains and water.

The Mount Wutai was inscribed into the World Heritage List of
UNESCO in 2009. It fits the criterion of Outstanding Universal Value
of (ii) (iii) (iv) (vi), which are:

Criterion (ii): The overall religious temple landscape of Mount
Watai, with its Buddhist architecture, statues and pagodas reflects
a profound interchange of ideas, in terms of the way the mountain
became a sacred Buddhist place, endowed with temples that reflected
ideas from Nepal and Mongolia and which then influenced Buddhist
temples across China.

Criterion (iii): Mount Wutai is an exceptional testimony to the
cultural tradition of religious mountains that are developed with
monasteries. It became the focus of pilgrimages from across a wide
area of Asia, a cultural tradition that is still living.

Criterion (iv): The landscape and building ensemble of Mount Wutai
as a whole illustrates the exceptional effect of imperial patronage
over a 1,000 years in the way the mountain landscape was adorned
with buildings, statuary, paintings and steles to celebrate its sanctity
for Buddhists.

Criterion (vi): Mount Wutai reflects perfectly the fusion between
the natural landscape and Buddhist culture, religious belief in the
natural landscape and Chinese philosophical thinking on the harmony
between man and nature. The mountain has had far-reaching influence:
mountains similar to Wutai were named after it in Korea and Japan,
and also in other parts of China such as Gansu, Shanxi, Hebei and
Guandong provinces.

Remarks from the World Cultural Heritage Committee was:
Mount Wutai has for centuries been the repository for and focus of
Buddhist culture attracting pilgrims from many countries in Asia.
Its buildings are a record of changing architectural approaches to
the creation of Buddhist temples and are inseparable from the
surrounding landscape both in terms of visual perceptions and
religious meaning. Mount Wutai has evolved as a religious landscape
based on its five peaks which represent the five wisdoms of Manjusri.
ICOMOS considers that it is the entity of Mount Wutai, with its peaks,
and ensemble of buildings spanning a thousand years, strategically
placed in the landscape, that gives it its value.
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BXA BB SCH R T A X 5758 =35I S a5 o0 ()
\World Heritage Institute of Training and Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region

under the Auspices of UNESCO (Shanghai)

ik RESIIEERR1239S EFAFSGEE3E  #i45: 200092
Address: Wenyuan Bldg., 3rd Floor, 1239 Siping Rd., Tongji University, Shanghai, 200092, P.R.China

& (Tel) : 0086 21 65987687

f£E (Fax): 0086 21 65987687*8004

ik (URL) : http://www.whitr-ap.org

T R4 (Email) : whapshanghai@ gmail.com

WHITRAP (Shanghai) Newsletter | No. 11 Septemiber 2009 | World Heritage in China | ﬁﬁ*iﬂ'—‘i}:\zﬁ EFI 7



